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90 ſhaking i is the Abſurdity of ſeve- 
ral Doctrines of the Church of Rome, 
| that it is no wonder, if ſhe could 
find no other Way to ſupport, even 


the — Profeſſion of them, but Force and 


Violence: Hence it is, ſhe is ſo fond of that irra- 


tional and inhuman Method, that, to impoſe it 


on Mankind, as lawful, ſhe has wreſted the plain 


Meaning of many Paſſages in holy Writ, and in- 


tirely perverted the Genius and natural Tendency 


of Chriſtianity itſelf. From hence are derived 


thoſe peremptory Decrees in behalf of Perſecution, 


which were enacted by the Fourth Lateran Coun- 
cil, held under Innocent the Third, in the Year 


1215; and by that of Conſtance, that ſat from 


1414 to 1418. Hence i it is, that Paul IV. in his 
''A3 W 


Perſecut- 
ing Spin if 
of Popery. 


INTRODUCTION. 


dying Words to the Cardinals about him, recom- 


mended to them, the Tribunal of the Inquiſition, - 


as the beſt Prop and main Bultuark of mw 


_ Faith. Thar was {| peaking like a Pope indeed 


but, whether like a true Vicar of CHRIS, is not 
altogether ſo plain. Hence it was, that in the fol- 
lowing Ages, that Church proceeded with the ut- 


moſt Rigour againſt all thoſe who preſumed to 


diſſent from Her. The Vaudois, Albigeois, Vi- 
clefites; againſt the Proteftants in Hungary, the 
Palatinate, the Archbiſhoprick of Saltaburg, and 
where not? In ſhort, ſhe has ſo effectually exert- 
ed, ſhall I ſay, her Zeal, or rather, her Rage and 


Fury, againſt Infidels, and thoſe, ſhe is pleaſed to 


ſtile Hereticks, that it may be juſtly affirmed, 
that ſhe has procured, or occaſioned the Death of 


many Millions of People. One would think ſo 


much Blood ſpilt ſhould have fatiated her ſangui- 
nary Temper; but it ſeems, nothing will, as Jong 
as ſhe meets with any Oppoſition *. 

To ſhew that in this Reſpect, ſheis ſtill like her- 
ſelf, the only Thing to be done, is to lay before 
the World, what is actually tranſacting in the South 
of France, and what barbarous Cruelties ſhe is ex- 
erciling againſt a People, whoſe only Crime it is 

= . tg 


 *® Negue hic lupis mos, nec fuit leonibus | 
Unquam, niſi in- di par ferts. 


« Not the moſt ravenous Creatures, the Lions, the Wolves, 
ce ever ſhewed {a much * againſt Animals of their own 
% Specicz.“ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


to be Proteſtants; a ſufficient Warning ſure, if 
any can be ſo, to convince all thoſe, who profeſs 


the ſame Faith, what hard Fate they may expect 


from her, ſhould ſhe ever bear any Sway in their 
Places of Abode. 


Tux Deſign of this Narrative is to do Juſtice 
to the Innocency and Courage of ſo many oppreſ- 


ſed Proteſtants, and to expoſe the wicked Mea- 


ſures of their inveterate and unrelenting Enemies. 
All that ſhall be ſaid on this melancholy Subject, 
will be faithfully extracted out of many authen- 
tick Letters and Memorials, which have been re- 
ceived from different Quarters ; all which exactly 
correſpond and tally. But though there is all 


the Reaſon in the World to look upon them, as 


being agreeable to Truth; yet what the Publiſhers 
chiefly think themſelves anſwerable for, is a ſcru- 
pulous Integrity in delivering Facts, juſt as they 


were tranſmitted to them. 
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F an hearty Attachment to the Per- preach 
We on and Intereſts of a Sovereign can Protel- 
yo tants al- 
Kel entitle Subjects to his Protection, ways loy- 
FI furely the French Proteſtants have, . their 
at all Times, had the beſt Ground reign 
imaginable to hope for Favour from their Monarch; 
ſeeing they have upon every Emergency, diſtin- 


| Suiſhed themſelves by their unſhaken Loyalty to 
A 4 Him. 


a — — 


larly of 
late. 


Po PERI always the ſame, &c. Chap. J. 


Him. This, Lewis XIV. himſelf could not but 
acknowledge, in his Letters to divers Potentates. 


Who could have thought, that, after they had 
maintained him upon the Throne, he would have 


forced them to fly from their native Country? 
THroven Lewis XV. has confirmed the Edicts 
iſſued againſt them by his Predeceſſor, and pub- 
liſhed new ones more ſevere ſtill than the former; 
yet, their Loyalty to him remained ſteady, and 
hath ſuffered no Alteration. This is plain from 
the ſtrong and authentick Declarations, they made 


in their laſt National Synod, which was held from 


the 187h to the 21} of Auguſt, 1744. They open- 
ed their Aſſembly, by unanimouſly profeſſing, that 
the Deſign of their Meeting, was to confirm and 
ſtrengthen themſelves in the inviolable Fidelity 
they owed to the King. Then they drew up 
Twenty fix Articles, relating to the Diſcipline to 
be obſerved among themſelves. By the Firſt, a 
ſolemn Faſt-day was ordered to be kept in all the 
reformed Churches of the Kingdom, on the 1325 
of December following; for the Preſervation of 
His Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, for the Succeſs of his 
Arms, the Ceſſation of the War, and the Delive- 
rance of the Church. By the ſecond Article it was 
enjoined, that though the whole Body of them be 
heartily inclined to be ſubjef to Principalitits and 
Powers, and ts obey Magiſtrates, accord ing to St 
Paul's Exhortation, Tf. iii. 1. yet, becauſe ſuch 
4 Precept cannot be too often inculcated, every 

| gie 


1 
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we leditious Pei ſons: ? 


Chap. I. Po ER always the ſame, &c. 
one of their Miniſters are directed to preach, at 
gk. one Sermon a Year on that Subject. 

IN a Letter, which, ſome Time before, three of 


their Miniſters had written, in the Name of their 
Congregations, to the Duke de Richelieu, Governor 


of Languedoc, they had expreſſed the utmoſt Ab- 


horrence againſt the leaſt Sbew, even the moſt dij- 
tant Thought of Rebellion; and the greateſt Rea- 
dineſs to honour, obey, and ſerve His Majeſty ; 


. their Inclination prompting them to do it, no 
eſs than their Religion. In a Petition which they 


ſent, in June 1744, to Marſhal Count de Saxe, 


do implore his Interceſſion with their Sovereign, 
in their behalf, they declared themſelves firmly re- 


ſolved to ſacrifice their Lives and F. ortunes for 
His Majesty's Service. 


| From Words let us proceed to Facts. While 
the Synod was ſitting, one of the Members pro- 


duced a Letter, containing the News of the King's 
being dangerouſly ill at Metz : Thereupon they all 


fell upon their Knees, and. offered to Gop the 


molt fervent Prayers for His Majeſty's Recovery; 
Publick Ones were ordered in all their Aſſemblies, 
by Article XXIV. As ſoon as they. heard the 


| King was perfectly recovered, they ſung Te Deum 
among themſelves, and joined with the Papiſts in 
all the Rejoicings, that were made on that Occa- 


ſion. Can Subjects thus affected be thought Re- 
bels, or can they be uſed with any Shew of Juſtice 


So 


10 Pop ERV always the ſame, &c. Chap. I. 
Their So diſtant are they from that Temper, that, to 
. avoid doing any thing, that might in the leaſt of- 
derate Be- fend the Roman Catholicks their fellow Subjects, 
haviour. the Synod ordered by the ſixth Article, that the 

Paſtors and Preachers ſhould abſtain from treating 
expreſsly in their Sermons, any Point controverted 
between the Profeſſors of the two Religions; and 
ſhould ſpeak with the utmoſt Circumſpettion of 
the Sufferings of Proteſtant Churches. By the 
eighth Article, all private Men are exhorted 10 
bear patiently all the ill Uſage, they might be en- 
poſed to, on Account of their Religion: And by 
the Ninth, to avoid working on Saints Days, for 
fear of giving any Offence. In October, 1744, 
the Miniſters, to remove all manner of Jealouſy 
and Suſpicion concerning the real Deſign of their 
publick Aſſemblies, expreſsly enjoined, That, no 
Proteſtant ſhould reſort to them with any Arms, 
either offenfive or defenſive, about him, no not 
ſo much as with a bare Stick in his Hand. 
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Their un- 


ſhaken At- 


Bur, if the Proteſtants thought themſelves in 
Duty bound to render unto Ceſar the things which 


tachment 8 

a Fern are Ceſar's, they were firmly reſolved to render 
Religion y7270 God the things that are God's. Their Ene- 
newn K 


mies had entertained Hopes to force them, by the 


+ GI: Ic N 
— — — — 


ublickly. 
Math. | Repeal of the Edict of Nantes, to renounce their 
m7. Faith, in Reality, or in Appearance; to turn Apo- 
ſtates or Hypocrites; but they went on ſerving 
their GOD. And indeed this Duty is no leſs plain 
than ſacred. The glorious Perfections of the ſu- 
preme Being ; The Dependance Men have upon 
1 Him, 


TE 


Chap. I. Pop ER always the ſame, &c. 
Him, as his Creatures; The manifold and pub- 
lick Bleſſings He has beſtowed upon them, re- 
quire their publick Homage and Thankſgivings ; 
For them to be contented to worſhip Him ſecretly 
and within Doors, would look as ifthey were aſham- 
ed toacknowledge Him for their Maſter and conſtant 
| Benefa&tor. This Reaſon, this Revelation, both 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian, teacheth ; this all Nations, in 
any Degree civilized, are agreed in. But, if it is 
evident, that Men are under the ſtricteſt Obligation 


to ſerve their Maker, it is no leſs ſo, that they 


muſt do it in the Way, which they think will be 
the moſt agreeable to Him: whereas, to act in 
ſuch a Caſe againſt their Conſciences, would be in- 
ſulting, rather than honouring His infinite Majeſty, 

| THEsE were the Principles which the Proteſ- 


tants went upon, when, being forbidden to wor- | 


ſhip Gop publickly according to the Dictates of 


their Conſciences, they did it ſecretly, by Night, 


and as well as they could. In proceſs of Time, 
their Aſſemblies grew more frequent, and at laſt, 
ſo numerous, that, to avoid being ſuſpected of any 
indirect Views, they thought fit to meet publickly 
and in-the Day time, that every Body might be 
informed of what paſſed among them. They 
knew indeed, that there were Laws prohibiting 
ſuch an Attempt ; but being convinced, that no 
Law can make that Wrong, which is Right, or 
that Right which is Wrong; and that no Edict, 
from any Prince whatſoever, can ſuperſede or 
make "ur a ſolemn Command of the Lord of 
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Objection. 


Anſcrer. 


p 


Pop ER always. the ſame, &c. Chap. I. 


the Univerſe, They were in Hopes, that their 
Maſt Chriſtian King would have a proper Regard 
to the Uprightneſs of their Intentions, and permit 
them at laſt, to perform, without Oppoſition, a 


Service, not only harmleſs in itſelf, but even ad- 


vantageous to Society: ſeeing that in it all ſocial | 
Duties were taught and enforced ; and moſt fer- 


vent Prayers offered to Go p, for the Proſperity 
of the reigning Family, and the Welfare of the 


whole Kingdom. 
IT is indeed objected agaioſt their Aſſemblies, | 


that they are too numerous; and that betraying a 
kind of Euthuſiaſin in thoſe that reſort to them, 
they may pave the Way to a Rebellion; that con- 
ſequently, no wiſe Government can bear with or 
connive at them. : - 

| Tris Objection lacks ſpecious, and is the 
more neceſſary to be removed, .in that it is urged, 
both by ſome inconſiderate Friends, and by de- 
clared Foes : But it is hoped, that the following 
Conſiderations will, by degrees, ſtrip it of its falfe 
Colours, and make it plain, that it hath but A 


_ and no Reality i in itſelf. 


I. Ir is to be obſerved, chat che French King? Te 
Edicts are levelled, not only againſt the nume- 
rous Aſſemblies of the Proteſtants, but againſt all 
their Aſſemblies, large or ſmall. 


II. Tur Dangers, which it is l. 


Civil Society may be expoſed tO, from the Pre- 
. teſtants 


Chap. I. Pop ERV always the ſame, &c 


teſtants meeting in great Numbers, are barely 


poſſible ; whereas, the aſſembling of Chriſtians to- 
gether for publick Worſhip, is an indiſpenſible 
Duty. Our bleſſed Saviour commands us to le- 


that, whoſoever ſhall confeſs Him before Men, him 


13 


our Light ſhine before Men; and farther declares, y_ 25 


will He confeſs alſo before his Father in Heaven. x. 32. 


Does not therefore the Neglect of publick Wor- 
ſhip amount very near to the being aſhamed of 
CHRIST and of his Words, againſt which our 
Saviour denounces ſo ſevere a Judgment, as to 


deny bim before his Father which is in Heaven? — 32, 
Accordingly, his Apoſtle expreſsly enjoins Chriſ- ich _ 


tians, to aſſemble themſelves together for publick 25. 


Worſhip. Beſides, ſhould theſe Proteſtants, out 
of Fear of Man, forbear to worſhip G 0D, and 
_ profeſs their Faith in his Son JESUS CHRIST, in 

publick and religious Aſſemblies, there is Reaſon 


to apprehend, that all Senſe of true Religion, by 


degrees would be loſt; or the Profeſſors of it 
would grow lukewarm ; or they would turn Hy- 


pocrites, if not Apoſtates. This Duty is likewiſe | 


greatly recommended to all Believers in like Cir- 

cumſtances, and confirmed to us by the Practice 
of the primitive Chriſtians, during the Perſecutions 
and cruel Edits of the Emperors, in the three firſt 
Centuries: by which Courage and Reſolution, the 
Religion of CHRIST gained Ground; and the 
Numbers of true Believers, inſtead of decreaſing, 
greatly increaſed; till at laſt it became a legal Elte 


bliſhment. : 
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PoPERY e the fone &c. chr. I. 


Wiid IT 1s very odd, es a zealous Piety to- 
wards God, ſo apt of itſelf to recommend Sub- 
jects to the Favour of a wiſe Sovereign, ſhould 
bring the Proteſtants under their Monarch's Diſ- 
pleaſure. What! Becauſe many of them are de- 
ſirous to ſerve publickly their Maker, ſhall none, 


or but very few, be allowed to diſcharge ſo indiſ- 
penſible a Duty? If they abound with Zeal, who 


can blame them, but either thoſe, that want it, that 


are lukewarm, timorous; or ſuch, as have no Re- 


ligion at all? 


IV. Wren the Apoſtles began to preach the 
Goſpel, their Congregations, no doubt, were 


larger, than many of our modern Politicians would 


allow were conſiſtent with the publick Safety ; 
ſince, at oneTime, they converted Three Thouſand 
People, and at another, Five Thouſand : For, tho? 

they made many Diſciples, yet, their Hearers were, 
in all likelihood, more numerous ſtill. They were 


indeed found Fault with by the Jews; and re- 


proached, that they had filled Jeruſalem with their 
Doctrine; and, in Conſequence, they were frrait- 
ly commanded, that they ſhould not teach in the 
Name of JESUS. Political Reaſons were not 
wanting to ſupport this Prohibition; one is hinted 
at in theſe Words addreſſed to them, Do ye intend 


* $e John to bring this Man's Blood upon us? * But, did the 


xi. 48. 


Apoſtles expreſs any Inclination to obey a Com- 
mand, fully as well grounded as any of this ſort, 
| that 


Chap. I. Por E Rx always the ſame, &c. 

3 that can at this Time be made to the Proteſtant 
3 Miniſters? Far from it, They boldly replied, 
Me oughtito obey God rather than Men. Accord- 
ingly they acted ; for, daily in the Temple, and „ 
in every Houſe, they ceaſed not to teach, and” 
preach Jes us CHRIST. Now, who could have 
imagined, that any Chriſtian Magiſtrate would 
have thought it his Duty, to copy exactly after the 
Jewiſb Council perſecuting the Apoſtles? But, if 


theſe Romiſh Chriſtians are reſolved to go on, 


15 


Acts v. 29. 


r. 42. 


they muſt expect to have this Anſwer returned to 


them by the Proteſtants, Vppether it be right in 


the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto 


God, judge ye. Theſe cannot follow a more in- 
fallible Rule, nor imitate a more unexceptionable 
Pattern. 


v. T HE Dangers apprehended, if they were 
bi in the Theory, yet, they are entirely fan- 
taſtical, and unlikely in the real Nature of Things; 
and conſequently, the Objection ſtarted is built 
upon a groundleſs Suppoſition. Were the Pro- 
teſtants of Opinion, that every Action, that may 


tend to the ſupporting or promoting their Reli- 


gion, is juſt and praiſe-worthy; Did they think 
that they may revolt againſt a Sovereign, or be 
falſe to Engagements entered into with the Heads 


Acts iv. 


of a Society, becauſe theſe differ from them in 


Point of Faith; then indeed any Thing might be 
feared from them: Their Maxims, their Intrigues, 
could not t be provided againſt too carefully. But 


1 | their 


POPERV always the ſame, &c. Chap. I. 
their moral Principles and political Diſpoſitions 
being ſuch, as they were repreſented before, their 
Governors have neither Room, nor Pretence, to be 
uneaſy on their Account. Beſides, they are ſo 
diſtant from any Tincture of Euthuſiaſin, that, 
their very Enemies do not, or, at leaſt, cannot with 
any Colour of Reaſon, ſuſpect them of any In- 
clination towards it. Every Article of their Doc- 
trine or Diſcipline, every Part of their publick 
Worſhip, is perfectly free from it. For the Truth 
of which, an Appeal i is confidently made to many 
Roman Catholicks in France, who were lately 
preſent at their Aſſemblies. 


VI. Never THELESS, let it be ſuppoſed, that 
the Proteſtants meeting in great Numbers be a 
kind of Inconveniency ; yet it is ſuch a one, as, 
in their preſent Circumſtances, they cannot poſſi- 
bly avoid. They abound in the Kingdom of 
France, and yet, they have but very few Miniſ- 
ters. In ſome Provinces, wherein there may be 
Fifty Thouſand Proteſtants, they have but one 
Paſtor: Were he to go from Houſe to Houſe, it 
would be utterly impoſſible for him, to promote 
among ſo many, the Knowledge of primitive 
Chriſtianity, and the Practice of its Precepts. 
Therefore, that his Inſtructions may prove more 
extenſive and beneficial, he muſt i impart them pub- 
lickly : But in this Caſe, how can he confine them 
to a {mall preciſe Number? The People under 
his Care _ and thirſt after the Word of 3 
Goo: 
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Gor: Whenever they are informed, that it is to be 


preached in any particular Place, they flock thi- 
ther from every Corner, as not knowing when 
they ſhall have the Opportunity of hearing it again; 
but, if they happen to be more in Number, than 
ſome might think proper, muſt they then be all 
diſappointed, and ſent back? Muſt the Miniſter 
withdraw, without ſpeaking a Word for their Edi- 


fication, and Comfort ? What Scandal would not 
| attend ſuch a Froceeding ? TM 


VII. Taz Miniſters 1 do all in their 


Power to conform their Behaviour in this Reſpect 
3 to the known Intentions of the Court; ſince, to 


prevent their Aſſemblies being numerous, they 
have ſometimes appointed them very late on Sa- 


turday, to be held at ſeven o'Clock of the next | 
| Morning; and yet, when they came to the Place 


of Worſhip, they found ſeveral Thouſands ready 
to hear them. At another Time, one of them - 


was unexpectedly ſurrounded by near two Thou- 


ſand, who earneſtly intreated him, that, he would 
Ro unto them the Word of Gop; which he 


vm Bur, the Inconveniency ſo much magnified, 
and impoſſible for the Proteſtants to avoid, might, 
i the Court pleaſed, and the Clergy did not oppoſe 
it, be very eaſily removed; namely, by giving 
7 them Leave to meet publickly, undiſturbed ; and 
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by ſuffering them to have a ſufficient Number. of 


Miniſters, to perform among them the Functio ns 


of divine Worſhip. Then, they themſelves would 
take an effectual Care, that their Members ſhould 
keep within their own Diſtrict, and have an Op- 
portunity of ſerving Gop, without exceeding the 
Number allowed. This Advantage, both natural 
and revealed Religion authorize the Proteſtants to 
claim, as a ftrii? Right; And yet, they would be 


well contented to accept of it, as the higheſt Fa- 


vour from their gracious Sovereign. And, it may 
be affirmed, that the whole om would re- 
ceive no leſs Benefit from ſuch a Privilege — 
than the Proteſtants themſelves. 
Bu , theſe unfortunate Subjects, having in this 
reſpect, but very faint Hopes; and thinking them- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to profeſs openly theis 
heavenly Religion, they begun in Languedoc in 
1743, to aſſemble publickly. Thoſe of Dau- 


 phint followed their Example in 1744, purſuant to 


2 Decree of their Synod, held the 7th of May; 
and kept in that manner the Day of Pentecoſt, 


which happened to be the 24th of the ſame Month, 


The other Provinces, which abound moſt with 
Proteſtants, did the ſame: In ſome of them, the 
Magiſtrates ſuffered them for a while to go on 
quietly ; ſome tolerating, and fome ſeeming to ap- 
prove of their Behaviour. In Auguſt 1744, a 
Rumour was ger erally ſpread all about Montan- 
ban, and in the-adjacent Provinces, that the Court 
was inclined to let them purſue a Deſign, which 

they 
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they were entirely bent upon: Encouraged by it; 
they met oftner, and in much greater Numbers, 
and ſolemnized ama 


tenings. : 
TuIS provoked che Popiſſi Prieſts, who being 
afraid; that they might thereby be deprived of the 
.caſual Profits, that would accrue to them from 
the Performance of thoſe Rites, left no Stone un- 


turned to ſtir up the Jealouſy of the Court, and 


the Bigotry of the People; and by railing the 


moſt odious Calumnies, to arm the ſecular Power 
againſt them. EXT 
' Daitpbins was the Ptovitice, where the Proteſ⸗ 


tams met with the firſt and ſtrongeſt Oppoſition: 


Mr James Ro ger, one of their Miniſters; was ac- 


1 euſed by the Popiſh Clergy; of having counter-- 
feited; and read before his Congregation an Edict, 


a" ſigned and ſealed by Lewis XV. on the 7th of 


| May 1744; by which, full Liberty of Conſcience. 
was granted to Proteſtants ; and they were au- 
thoriſed to aſſemble publickly to ſerve Gop in 


their own Way. The King was informed of it 


1 in June following; the Fact was repreſented as 


certain and undeniable. Whereupon, Count 
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Laren by His nac expres Command, 


. 
XV 


wrote on the 22d of the ſame Month to Mr d- 


Bioleuc ; firſt Preſident of the Parliament of 
3 and enjoined him to take all < poſſible 


* Meaſures to diſcover the Cheat, to undeceive 
B 2 — e thoſe 


7 Ter the Letter In the Appendix, N. 1. 
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<« thoſe that might have been impoſed upon, and 
to have the Impoſtor apprehended, and brought 


cc to the Puniſhment which he juſtly deſerved.“ 
Accordingly, Mr de Piolenc made all the Enquiries 


in his Power; but they ended in fetting in a ſtrong 


Light. the Miniſter's Innocency. Mr Roger, to- 
clear himſelf entirely in the King's Opinion, wrote 
to Count d' Argenſon an honeſt, ſtrong, and moſt: 
loyal Letter *, in which he expreſſed his * utmoſt: 


4 Abhorrence of a Crime of ſo deep a Dye, as 


& that, which he was charged with; and aſſured 


« him, that, if ever there exiſted ſuch an Edict, 
<« as that, which was imputed to him, (a Thing, 


c which he very much doubted of) he had never 


ec his Letter to Mr de Piolenc had been printed.“ 


"<< ſeen nor read it, nor ever heard of it, before 


— 


There is room to think, this Apology was looked 


upon as ſincere; ſeeing, that in the Sentence, that 


was afterwards paſſed againſt Mr Roger; there 
was not the leaſt mention made of this pretended” 
Forgery. 

| Soon after, the Biſhops and Clergy of the ſaine: 


Province, laid before the Parliament of Grenoble 
the heavieſt Complaints againſt the Proteſtants. 
That Senate appointed four of its Members to en- 
quire into the Grounds of them. Many People: 
were ſummoned before them. The Queſtions, 
which the Reformed were aſked, plainly ſhew the. 
Nature of the Crimes laid to their Charge; Theſe 


are 


1 


“See the Letter in the Appendix, Næ II. 
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are ſome of them, Whether their Preachers did 
not exhort them to rebel againſt the Ring? To pray 
Hor the Queen of Hungary, and the Succeſs of the 
Arms of England? To reſcue by force their Chil- 
dren out of the Nunneries, in which they had been 
confined; and to murder all the Nuns? But the 
Plainneſs and Ingenuity of the Anſwers returned, 
clearly diſcovered the Innocency of the Accuſed, 
and the Diſhoneſty and Cruelty of the Accuſers, 
though Clergymen by Profeſſion: this paſſed in 
Auguſt 1744. In October, the ſame Proceedings 
were repeated; many more People called before 
Mr de Trivio, Councellor in Parliament; moſt of 
them diſmiſſed, on preſenting, at a great Expence, 
a Petition to the King's Attorney, and making 
handſome Preſents to Mr de Trivio's Secretary * 
'Two only were arreſted, and thoſe upon the — 
eſt and moſt foreign Pretences. 

Ix Auguſt, the Proteſtants of Languedoc were 
ſlandered, as if they had compoſed an Hymn to 
be ſung in their Aſſemblies, to intreat Gop Al- 
mighty to ſink and deſtroy the French Fleet, and 
to bleſs the Britiſb Arms. As ſoon as that forged 
Piece of Nonſenſe was made publick, the Proteſ- 
tants themſelves ſent a Copy of it to Mr de la 
Deveze, who commanded in the Province, during 
the Abſence of the Duke de Ricbelien; and by a 
Letter of the 2 1ſt of the ſame Month, purged 
themſclves of the groſs Imputation caſt upon them. 
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The fame they did in a Letter , of the 22d of 
December following, to the Duke himſelf. All 


theſe Letters expreſs the ſtrongeſt Loyalty and Ate 
tachment to the French Monarch. 

Tux Clergy about Montauban, avid the 
Proteſtants, as ready to fall, Sword in Hand, on 


: all the Papiſts; and bribed ſome ſturdy young 


Fellows to wait for them on the Road, as they were 


coming from their Aſſemblies, and to inſult them; 
but (to the Honour of the Magiſtrates be it 


ſpoken) they ordered ſome of theſe quarrelſome 


People to be confined, which put a Stop to any 


Undertaking of that Nature. 

Tux Biſhop of Caſtres remonſtrated vehemently 
againſt the Aſſemblies of the Proteſtants of his 
Dioceſe: but the Commander of the Place an- 
ſwered him; My Lord, The King ſuffers them to 
meet. We connive at it; you may do the ſame. 

THESE were ſome of the Engines ſet on work 
againſt Proteſtants by the Popiſh Clergy ; but, 
thaugh they were managed with great Dexterity, 


they produced their Effect but flowly. The Court, 
that was well appriſed of the peaceable and loyal 


Diſpoſition of the Proteſtants, and that might be 
(and, no doubt, was) informed by Hundreds of 
Papiſts, of all Ranks and Profeſſions, of what 
Paſſed in their Meetings; The Court, I ſay, was 
nat at firſt much moved with the Clamours raiſed 
àgainſt then: Nay, it is plain from the Behaviour 
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of ſeveral Governors and Intendants, and from 


the Words they dropped occaſionally, that they 
had received no Orders to uſe any Severity; and 
that, They themſelves were averſe to it : And, 


when the Memorials of the Clergy were taken into 
Conſideration, ſeveral Conferences were held, be- 


fore the Miniſtry could be brought to reſolve-up- 


on violent Meaſures; being afraid, perhaps, of 


kindling a Civil War, whilſt the Kingdom was 
engaged in a Foreign one; and of Forcing Sub- 
jects, by ill Uſage, to fly over to the Enemy with 
their Families, and what they could carry away 
or their beſt Effects. | 

Bur a miſtaken Zeal is blind and obſtinate 


the Clergy inſiſted : Cardinal Texcin ſhewed him- 


ſelf very ſanguine in ſupporting their Repreſenta- 
tions; and acted like the Man, who had preſided 
in the Council of Ambrun. There he had diſ- 
played his Parts, in procuring the Condemnation 
of the Biſhop of Senez ; becauſe he refuſed to obey 
blindly the Conſtitutions of the Church of Rome : 

It was natural to expect, he would exert himſelf 


more vigorouſly ſtill againſt Proteſtants, whoſe 
Diſobedience to his beloved Court reached much 


further, than that of the Prelate. 


NEVERTHELESs, to avoid coming to Ex- 
treams, the following Method was deviſed; but, 
whether a very honeſt one, let any Man determine. 

Ir was rightly judged by the Perſons in Power 
at the French Court, that it would be much better, if 

M 4 the 
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ing their religious Aſſemblies, than, if they were 
forced to it by hard Uſage. At the ſame Time, 
the Popiſh Clergy were thought very unfit to per- 
ſuade the Reformed out of ſo ſacred a Practice; 
whereas Foreign Proteſtant Divines, eminent for 
their Piety and Learning, might have a much 


greater Influence over them: Therefore, (accord- 


ing to Advices received from ſeveral Quarters) 
ſuch Divines were applied to, and deſired to write 
againſt the Lawfulneſs of the French Proteſtants 
Meetings. Theſe worthy Men excuſing them- 
ſelves, in the beſt Manner they could, from act- 
ing fo groſsly againſt their Conſciences : Attempts 
were made to frighten them by Threats into the 


taking ſuch a Step; but Menaces and Intreaties 


proved of the ſame Force. 

As the Miniſters now mentioned, who were 
Friends to the Proteſtants of France; were unwil- 
ling to become acceſſary to any Omifhon of Duty, 
which they might be deceived into, ſo they were 
not ſuffered to convey unto them, the wholeſome 
Inſtructions in their Power. Thenceforward a 
more watchful Eye was kept, to prevent any re- 
ligious Books being ſent to them; in January 


and April 1745, ſeveral Bales and Caſks full of 


them, were ſeized and burnt; the Carriers, or 
thoſe that had any hand in tranſmitting of them, 
24 a under oreat Difficulties ; and ſeveral were 

| forced 
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the Proteſtants could be prevailed upon, by gentle 
Means, to ceaſe, of their own accord, from hold- 
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forced to run away, for fear of the worſt Conſe- 


quences. Ina Word, from that Time, a more 


poſitive Reſolution ſeems to have been taken to 
er againſt the French Proteſtants with Seve- 
: How far it was carried in ſeveral Provinces, 


ſhall be ſhewn diſtinctly; keeping as exactly, as 


poſſible, to the Chronology of Facts. 


C I AP. IE 


V. zolent Proceed: gs 4 gainſt the N. in 
Dauphiné. 


none proceeded earlier, and with greater Se- 


verity, againſt the Proteſtants, than the Parliament 


of Grenoble; It gave an Example of Cruelty, which 


was ſoon followed by the inferior Courts, and ſu- 
baltern Magiſtrates, of the whole Province. 


THar Senate began the 25th of March 1744, 


to ſhew its Diſpoſition, by arreſting one James 


Vieux, and one des Rougieres, for having had 


their Marriages ſolemnized by Miniſters of their 


own Communion ; and by confining theſe un- 


happy Perſons i in a Goal, where they remained in 
= 1745. „ 


SOON 


F all the Courts of Judicature in France, 


47 


hundred Livres each, and upwards ; and others 
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Soon after, Numbers of People, Ladies, and 
Gentlemen, Perſons of all Ranks and Profeſſions, 
were taken up; The Ladies were ſent into Nun- 
neries; ſome for Life, as the Marchioneſs of Mont- 
Joux ; ſeveral for a Time only. Men were im- | 
priſoned for a ſhorter or longer Interval. By a 
Memorial, drawn up in May 1745 (out of which 
moſt of theſe Facts were taken) their Number 
amounted then to above one hundred and eighty. 


Several were ſentenced to be whi pped, ſome to be 


Pilloried, ſome to be marked with a hot Iron 
others ſuffered the ordinary and extraordinary 
Rack; others were hanged in Effigy, as was Mr 
au Perron, a Student in Divinity, who happily 
made his Eſcape. Near two hundred were out- 


| lawed; ſome baniſhed, after a long Confinement ; 


others fined, in the Sums of two, three, or four 


entirely forfeited their Eſtates. Above one hun- 
dred and twenty were of late ſummoned afreſh. 

A Dertacumenrt of the Marechauſſee (a 
kind of Militia) ſupported by regular Troops, 
and attended by the Hangman, were ſent about 
the whole Province, to make the ſtricteſt En- 


quiries after the Proteſtants. They ſpread Terror 


wherever they came. On the 20th of January, 
1745, they came to Chatillon, to ſeize, if poſſi- 
ble, Mr Rolland a Miniſter : and, it is likely 
they would have ſucceeded, if he had not been 
adviſed, by one Paul Achard, of the Danger that 
threatned him ; But, though they miſſed of their i in- 
tended 
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Z tended Prey, they made ſeveral Priſoners; and 
among others, Mr Achard himſelf ; who, for his 
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humane and kind Intelligence, was condemned in 
February following, to have his Shoulders“ branded 


with a hot Iron, and to be a + GO * 


Life. | 

FROM Chatillon, they 3 to Man where 
they had the Cruelty to drag out of his Bed one 
Theophilus Barnier, who was a Dying, and who 


| ied on the Road to Goal. 


ABovurT the Beginning of February, one Mr 


de Montrond, Lord of a Manor, in a Place call- 
3X ed Plan de Bay, was ſummoned before Mr de 


Maſſicux, Commander in Chief of the Province. 
This was his Caſe; Within the Limits of his 


Ground, there was a large Cavern under a Rock; 


his Proteſtants Tenants had, not only without 
his Conſent, but, without his Knowledge, ckared 
it of the Stones, Weeds, Brambles and Rubbiſh 


that encumbered it, and made it fit for them to 
meet there for Prayers, i in time of bad Weather; 


ſome of them had aſſembled in it once. The 
Parliament ordered the Place to be walled up 
and thinking Mr de Montrond highly guilty, for 
having not given „ notice of a Fact, which he 
** was entirely ignorant of, fined him in tho Sum 


* This Phailhmebs « conſiſts in having theſe three Letters 


G. A. L. ſtamped with a hot Iron on the right Shoulder, 
| which Letters denote Galeres, i. e. Gallies. 


« of 
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« of a thouſand Crowns; condemned him to 
« forfeit the Royalties of his Lands; and de- 
« clared him anſwerable for all the Sums, which 
his Tenants might be condemned to pay for 
% Breach of Duty.” Some few Days after, by 1 
a Letter de Cachet from the King, he was con- 1 
fined in the Tower of Cret, where he remained 
till the November following. And yet, this Gentle- 
man, though a Proteſtant, had done nothing againſt 
the Edicts; having carefully avoided reſorting to 
any religious Aſſembly: but, he was a kind of 
Patron to the People of his Religion; this was 1 | | 
enough to bring upon him the Misfortune that be- 
fel ra | | | Y 
Bur, if in the Eyes of the above mentioned 9 
1 Senate, any thing is a Crime in a Proteſtant; no- 3 
| | thing, that can promote Popery, looks like a F ault 
jj ina Catholick ; as appears by the following Re- 
iſ | lation. 
| One Mr Bernard de Volvans, Lord of a petty 
| Manor, who had counterfeited the Proteſtant the 
| Summer before, took it into his Head, that he 
| might be a great Gainer by acting upon oppoſite 
| Principles; Therefore, being attended with Soldiers, 
he went on the 7th of February, in queſt of a 
Clergyman, Mr Youland, (for Miniſters are the 
People, whom violent Meaſures are chiefly levelled 
againſt) and being full of Rage, that he could not 
catch him, he ran up and down the Country, pil- WY 
laging and ann the Houſes of Proteſtants, q 
and 9 
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Chap. II. Porxxv always the ſame, Kc. 
and moleſting their Perſons all the Ways imagi- 
nable. But, all his Injuſtice and cruel Proceed- 


ings, being countenanced and ſupported by Mr 
XZ Daudiffret, Commander of the Diois, he never 


was called to Account for any one of them. 
No wonder if he found a Friend in ſuch a 
Gentleman, ſeeing that Mr Daudiffret hath made 


= himſelf remarkable by Rapine and Barbarities. 
Tue Wite of one Jobn Girard of Marignac, near 
Die, being delivered of a Child ſtill-born, he ſup- 
poſed, that the Father had neglected to have it 
Chriſtened by a Roman Prieſt; or, that the Ce- 
remony had been performed by a Proteſtant Mi- 
niſter; And for the one, or the other of theſe 
3 Reaſons, fined him in a Sum amounting to about 
ten Guineas ; Soon after, he would have extorted 
to the amount of about thirty, from one Jobn 
Bouvat, in a Caſe pretty much parallel to the 
{ firſt ; which obliged the poor Man to run away, 
2 wandring from Place to Place, to ſhelter himſelt 
from his Purſuits When Mr Rang, (who, in 


a Memorial publiſhed laſt Year, was, by Mittake, 


called Roux) was hanged and beheaded at Die, on 
7 the 12th of March; the ſame Daudiffret, after 
the Sentence had been executed in its full Extent, 
7 Joined with the Vicar General of the Biſhop of 
that Dioceſe, and forced a young Proteſtant, to 
help the Hangman to drag the remaining Part of 
the Corpſe into a common Shore; But a Lady, in 
whom Popery had not deſtroyed all Senſe of Hu- 


manity, 
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manity, had it taken out, and buried at her own 9 
Ox vr Stephen Arnaud, who had been arched 
at Dieu le fit, in September 1744, for having 
taught ſome young People, how to ſing in Tune 
David's Pſalms, was, on the 17th of February 
1745, condemned by the Parliament of Grenoble, 
to be branded with a hot Iron on the Shoulders, 
and to be ſet in the Pillory*: And, as he had 
about him, when taken, a New Teſtament, and a 
Book of Pſalms, theſe were hung about his Neck, 1 
when he ſtood in the Pillory. 1 
Ix ſhort, by ſeveral Sentences given in February, 
March and May, ninety five People were con- 


demned to ſeveral Penalties; ſeven of whom were 

; ſent to the Gallies, after they had been marked; 

f and three had the ſame * . NN 

f them for Non- appearance. 6 

1 On the 26th of March 1745, at the Requeſt . 
of the Attorney General, the Parliament revived ' 
bi - all the Arreſts, Edits and Ordonnances, formerly 
lll iſſued againſt the Proteſtants, and in a peculiar 
5 Manner, the Articles I, II, III, VIII, X, Xs (C 
[ olf the King's Declaration , ſigned the 14th of 
. © Some Letters ſay, that he was 5 bel 45 1232 to the 

þ Gallies for Life. Here it may be obſerved, ' that, whenever Is 
F | | any Doubt aroſe concerning ſome particular Circumſtances; 
. attending the Facts herein related, (which happened very ſel- 
dom) the favourable Side has always been inclined to, for 
8 ear of exceeding the Bounds of Truth. 


T See the Appendix, Ne V. 
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12 7243 Ordering, that theſe ſnould be reprinted, 
and poſted up every where, within the Diſtrict of 


1 the Court; and that, all thoſe various Laws ſpould 
| 4 | be executed according to their Form and Tenor. 


On the 28th of April 1745, Mr James Roger 
was betrayed and arreſted, in a Place called, Les 
baus Vacheres, and carried to the Tower of 
Cret, and from thence to Grenoble, where he was 
eee. the gth of May. He was the Oldeſt 
of the French Miniſters, being near Fourſcore 
© Years of Age; and had ſerved, with an indefati- 

1 Y abi Zeal, the Churches of Dauphine, for the 
1 ce of thirty Years : During his whole Life, 
© he ſhewed himſelf a truly Apoſtolical Man. When 
he ſtood before his Judges, he anſwered them with 
0 much Firmneſs and W that —_ only | 


Ab was ſentenced to be kangal on the Piazza of 
De brust! in Grenoble, merely, for having perform- 
1 the Function of Preacher in ſeveral Proteſtunt 
Abe and in divers Places of the Province; 
nd not, for having forged any Edict, as he had 
en moſt wickedly ſlandered. Being appriſed in 
Goal of his Sentence, he took the firſt Opportu- 
q 0 Kit to ſtep into the adjacent Yard, from whence 

he could eaſily be heard by many confined Pro- 
teſtants; and told them, that, „ The happy Day 


— Fe 
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| % was come, wherein he was to feal with his 
J ec own Blood the grand Truths, which he had 


8 unto them; And exhorted them, to 
2 ; c« be 


- 
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Serenity appeared on his Countenance, that the 
Papiſts themſelves, of the better Sort, could not 


Thus died that good Man, much regretted by 


dragged through the Streets, and thrown into the 1 


ſhelter themſelves in ſome neighbouring Place, 


Porrxv always the ſame, &c. Chap, II. 


& be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the Religion, 
cc which, by the Grace of Gop, they had hitherto 
<« profeſſed.” This he did in ſo moving, and fo 
ſtrong a Stile, that every body melted into Tears. 
About four in the Afternoon, he was carried to 
the Place of Execution, repeating with. a loud 
Voice the 51ſt Pſalm. So much Mildneſs and 


help crying; and even two Jeſuits, appointed to 
attend him, paſſed great Encomiums upon him. 


his Flock, and by all, that are Friends to Truth 
and Virtue. After his Body had hung twenty 
four Hours on the Gallows, it was taken down, 


River Jfre, that runs through the Town: ſuch 1 
was the Burying Place aſſigned for him. 8 

Tr x Death of that worthy Man, ftruck ſuch a # 
Terror into the Minds of the Proteſtants in thoſe, | 1 
Parts, that, they not daring to aſſemble for di- 
vine Worſhip, their Miniſters were adviſed to 


till the Violence of the Storm was over. Never- 
theleſs, ſoon after, the Laity, being thus an 9 
of the Comfort of hearing the Word of GO 
croſſed in great Numbers the Rhoſne, to reſort i 
to the Aſſemblies, that were held in the Vivarais: þ 
But, to prevent them, ſtrict Prohibitions were 

made to all the Watermen, plying on that River, | F 1 | 
| from | 3 | 
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from Valence to St Eſprit, to ferry over any body 
from twelve at Noon of the Saturday, till ten of 


the next Morning. To keep them more in awe 


ſtill, many Soldiers were quartered at Diſcretion 


upon ſeveral of them, to each of whom they 


were obliged to pay Four Livres, that is, about 
three Shillings and fix Pence a Day: which Penalty 


woas inflicted upon many, merely, for having had 
their Children chriſtened by Miniſters of their 


own Communion. : 
NoTHING can be more affecting, than the 


2 ; Complaints of thoſe unfortunate People, on their 
being deprived of the free Exerciſe of their Reli- 
xz gion; nothing more fervent, than their Wiſhes for 
having that precious Liberty reſtored unto them; 
nothing more Heroick, than the Courage of their 
2 Miniſters in theſe ſad Circumſtances, as appears 
3 by ſeveral of their Letters: In a word, there can 
be no ſeverer Cenſure of the Lukewarmneſs of 
4 many among us, in Point of Devotion, than the 
unſhaken Zeal of theſe perſecuted Proteſtants. 
Would to Gov it could ſhame our People into a 
ſerious and conſtant Practice of their Duties to- 

"y | wards their Maker | | 


TEE Senators of Grenoble have ſhewed them- 


3 fibres hitherto ſo zealous in proſecuting the Pro- 
teſtants, that one cannot expect, they ſhould be 
ſoon out of Breath; their Spirits, inſtead of flag- 
ging, run higher every Day. By an Arreſt of the 
15th of October 174 5) they ſentenced ſeven Peo- 
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PoreRy always the ſame, &c.. Chap. II. 
ple to the Gallies, ſome of them for Life, and 2 
ſome for a Number of Years ; but fix made their 
Eſcape, as did alſo Magdalen Calvet, who was to 
have been ſeverely whipt in the accuſtomed Piazza's 
of Grenoble; Twenty ſeven People were fined in 
Sums amounting to 2370 Livres; and all of them 
condemned to pay all the Fees and Charges of. 
their Trial: Two Barns were ordered to be de- 
moliſned to the Ground, becauſe ſome Miniſters 
had lodged or preached in them. By another Ar- 
reſt of the 6th of November 1745, Jobnu Peter de 
Boulliane, Andrew de Richaud, and Fobn Matthew 
Morin, were marked, and ſent to the Gallies for * 
Life: Nine and twenty People of noble Extraction 
were declared Plebeians, and fined in the Sum of 

450 Livres; all theſe were Natives of the Valley 


of Qyint. | 
On the 12th of laſt April 1746, they iſſued 


an Arreſt againſt one hundred and fifty People at 


once: Seven of them, that are either Divines, or | 
Students in Divinity, were hanged in Effigy : _* 
Theſe are their Names, Meſſrs Vouland, Roland, 
Deſcours, Dunoyer, du Buiſſon, Ranc, Faure. 
James Emery, and John Andrew Pommier, were ſent 
to the Gallies; three, who had made their Eſcape, 
were ſentenced to the ſame Puniſhment. Several 
were impriſoned or baniſhed, ſome for more, ſome 


for fewer Years. One hundred and fourteen were 


fined in ſuch Sums, either to the King, or to the 
Schools erected for inſtructing the Children of the 


new Converts, as they call them, as amount to 
ten 


Chap. II. Por ERV akwaysthe ſame, &c. 

ben choufand, two hundred and ninety Livres; 
| 1 which are to be exacted fo rigoroufly, that, in Cafe 
ſome of theſe unfortunate Proteſtants are not able 
of themſelves to raiſe the Sum which they are 
condemned in *, the others are to make good the 
1 | Deficiency. Seven married Couple were forbidden 
to cohabit together, before they had their Marri- 
age confirmed by the Prieſts of their reſpective 
*X Pariſhes ; which if they had done, they had pro- 
feſſed themſelves Papiſts : The Wonen were de- 
clared Concubines, and the Children, Baſtards, and 
L unable to inherit at Law: A publick Notary, and 
a Midwife, were prohibited for ever to go on with 
their Profeſſion; and four Houſes were ordered 
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to be pulled down to the Ground, ' becauſe ſome 
Clergymen had been hoſpitably received, or ſome 


1 | wry Meetings held in them. What grieveth 


oft the New of Dauphin, is, that their 
Children, even though they be Twenty, or Thir- 


1 ty Years of Age, are forced away from them, 


Jand confined in Convents or Nunneries. Such 


1 aillans, and of two Boys at Chateau Neuf de 
Mazin. The only Comfort they enjoy at pre- 
ent in that Province, is, that they are not expoſed 

E to 


— — — 


* This plainly appears to be the Meaning of the Words, 
made uſe of by the Parliament, when it ordereth /a Contrainte 


e. Jar tes biens 4 Chacun de Ceux qui ſont Nommts dans 
arret, 
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was lately, the hard Lot of ſix young Women at 
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to the outragious Inſults of the Troops, who. now 


and in particular, to the enormous Cruelties of the # 


' while, though nothing could be proved againſt 
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PoPERY always the ſame, &c. Chap, III, 


are (happily for them) ordered ſomewhere elle ; 


Regiment of Marmande, that is marched into 
Laß. x 2 


POP DOPD 2% , 


CHAP. II. 


Violent Proceedings againſt the Proteſtants c 
Languedoc, of the Diſtrict of nnn 1 
and adjacent Provinces. 


OPERY is always, and in all Places the fame. Y 
Perſecution fell quite as heavy upon the Ge- 
nerality of the Proteſtants in theſe Provinces, as it 
did in Dauphine. Ever ſince September 1744, a 
great many Gentlemen, Lawyers, Phyſicians, rich 1 
Merchants, and trading People, were taken uß 
and caſt into Goal; where they were kept a long 


them, except that they were Proteſtants. . Seve- 
ral young Gentlewomen were forced away from 
their Families, and carried, ſome into nearer, ſome 


two of them, Daughters of Mr Combes, an At- F 
torney, that, when they were eſcorted by a De- 9 
rachm ent of the Marechauſſee from Montauban to Y 

Cabot, 


Chap. III. Portry always the ſame, &c. 


I Cabors, they addreſſed themſelves from their Coach 
to all the Proteſtants they met, in theſe affecting 


FX << are going into Exile, and we go with Pleaſure. 
„Do not deſpond: let your Zeal continue the 


A 


Almighty will ſhew himſelf our Guardian and 
our Deliverer.“ 
| Ox the 20th of December, two Companies of 
Dragoons were quartered on the Proteſtants at 
Milbaud in Rouergue, where they remained till 
f BM the iſt of May following and it is computed, 
= g that the Expence of maintaining of them amounts 
| co no leſs, than thirty thouſand Livres; by which 
= Means, that little Town is almoſt ruined; ſeveral 
e. others underwent the ſame Fate. 
e- 1 Bur, notwithſtanding all that Rigour, the Zeal 
it E of the Proteſtants was not in the leaſt Ne : 


AQ 


ig | 4 Sit 26th, Mr de Tourny, Intendant of Pit e 
ſt JF ſent for ten of the moſt conſiderable among g them, 


10 FX what they told him of the cruel Sufferings, which 
of 4 . | they were expoſed to; bur, did nat diſmiſs them, 
t- till, they were over-perſwaded by him to give 
e- cheir Word, that they would comply with his 
to ! Ide 
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Words, which drew Tears from every Eye; We | 


ſame for reſorting to our holy Aſſemblies; Goo 
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| Poprny always the fame, Fr Chap, ut, | 


T was about that time, that He received from 
Paris the two Ordonnances *, of the 1ſt, and of 
the 16th of February 17435, agaliſt the Proteſtants. 


He ſent them to all the Curates within his Diftrict; 


and by a Circular Letter, dated from Nene 


the 2d of March, injoined, that They fhould a ; 


read them publickly in their own Churches for 
* ſeveral Sundays ſucceſſively, and enforce a ſtrict 
«© Obedience to them by Diſcourſes, rather af- 
e fectionate, then menacing.“ | 

Tre fame Ordonnances were publiſhed with 7 
great Solemnity in Montauban, the 27th of Febru- 
ary, and poſted up in every Street: They proved b 
moſt fatal to this Diſtrict; the Intendant thereof 


having nothing of the Mildneſs of Mr de 7 ourny. 


For, having ſent for ſeveral Companies of Dra- 


_ goons, he quartered them on the Proteſtants of 


the Suburbs. On the 4th of March, twenty four 
of them were detached with a Quarter Maſter, in 
queſt of a Miniſter, and of a Student in Divinity, 
who: happily avoided falling into their Hands. ; 
Furs Detachment went to a Place in the Neigh- 


| bourhood, called P#-Boyer; where, being lodged 
at Diſcretion in the Proteſtants Houſes, they com- 


mitted the moſt outrageous Barbarities. They, 


not only plundered theit of all the Eatables, ; 


wearing Apparel, and Money, they could find; 


put a fon with their Swords upon the Cattle f 
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* See the Appendix, Ne IV. 
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and Poultry, deſtroying what they could not carry 
away ; letting the Wine out of all the Caſks, and 
s. 4 Y reſerving only the Beſt for their own Uſe. 

4 | One of them offered to force a young Wo- 
I man, who, running away from him, brought a- 
bout the Houſe, by her Outcries, ' ſeveral labou- 
ring Men, who were at Work juſt by. The Dra- 
goons, being frightened, as if thoſe unarmed 
Country Folks, who deſigned merely to know what 
was the Matter, were coming to murder them, 


th FE” got on Horſeback ; and by the Orders of their hot- 
4: © headed Commander, fired, and ran Sword in Hand 
ed upon thoſe poor People, killed an old Man, 


a wounded a great many, of which they took 
Eleven, whom they tied to their Horſes Tails, and 


9 
a- brought to Montauban, where they were impriſoned. 


The Quarter Maſter, to juſtify his unwarrantable 
and cruel Proceeding, told the Intendant, that 
theſe People, having gathered in Arms to the 
3 | Number of five hundred, had attacked his Troop, 


h- 1 | would, no doubt, raiſe a moſt dreadful Sedition, if 
di 1 not prevented. Theſe Reports were as rafhly cre- 
n- dited, as they were falſly made. In vain Mr de 
y., a Poujade, a noted Roman Catholick Surgeon, 
S, who examined the Wounded, repreſented to the 
1 4 4 [ and to the Biſpop of the Place, That 
le „ theſe Men's Wounds being all in their Backs, 


they could not have received them, while they 
I were attacking ; but only, when they were 


4 4 that they were encreaſing every Moment, and 


C 4 &« flying; 


4 
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« flying; That beſides, it was againſt all likeli- 
<« hood, that five hundred Men well armed, mould 


« drunk, and that thoſe ſhould all have eſcaped, 


« without any the leaſt Hurt ; that, conſequently, 


« the Officer rather deſerved to be hanged, than 
« to have any Regard ſhewed him.” An old Of- 


ficer, Knight of St Lewis, who was with the In- 


tendant during all this Uproar, „Offered in vain 
« to anſwer, at the Peril of his. Head, for the 


« Proteſtants, that none of them would ſtir, aſ- 


« ſerting, that the Officer was not to be relied 
« on.” Nothing would do; That Magiſtrate, 


being a timorous Man, ſent for all the Troops 
that he could get from the Neighbourhood, ſe- 
cured every Part of the Town, and chiefly his own 7 
Houſe, within and without; and upon the Spot, 33 
diſpatched a Meſſenger to Paris, to inform the ! 
Court of what he had been told by the Quarter 4 
Maſter ; which was the moſt imprudent, and at 


the ſame Time, the worſt Step for the nnn 
that could be taken. 


THesz remained quiet, as the old Knight had 
fo retold ; no Inſurrection, no, not the leaſt At- 


tempt was made to diſturb the publick Peace. 


The next Day, the Provoſt of the Marechauſſie © 
went to Pe-Boyer, to take the moſt exact Infor- 
mations. Thirty Witneſſes were heard, but none 


of them (agreeing thus far with the eleven Pri- 


ſoners at Montauban) ſaid a Word, that could 5 


give 


have encountered twenty five Dragoons, half 


* Chap. III. PorERx always the ſame, &c. 


give to what had paſſed the leaſt Colour of a de- 


WM ſigned Rebellion. One Thing was found certain, 
1 viz. that the Body of the old Man, that was killed 
YL the Day before, had been devoured by Dogs, be- 
"if cauſe the Papiſts would not ſuffer it to be buried. 


The Provoſt, by the Intendant's Orders, had 
large Fees allowed him for his Trouble, though, in 


| the preſent Caſe, not a Farthing was due to him 


Tr1s Fact has been the longer inſiſted upon, 


| becauſe it proved the Occaſion of the Rumour, 
ſpread in April, laſt Year, that the Proteſtants 
| about Montauban, being exaſperated by the cruel 
| Uſage, they met with, had taken up Arms, and 
cut to pieces four Regiments of the King's Troops. 
1 No wonder indeed, if Credit was given to it, ſee- 
ing it was founded upon two Letters, one dated 
4 5 from Revel, the 11th, and the other from Toxlouſe 
the 17th of March; both of them very poſitive, 


and abounding with Particulars, which one would 
have thought it was impoſſible to put together, if 


I | they had not been real. Beſides, Copies of the 
ſame Letters were received here by ſeveral Perſons 
of Diſtinction, which ſtrengthned the Opinion, 

that they might be depended upon. | 


THroven the Proteſtants of Montauban were 


1 perfectly innocent in the preſent Caſe, yet they 


were uſed with much greater Severity than before. 
Seven Companies of Dragoons, and all the Bri- 


trict, 


gades of the Marechauſſie, belonging to that Diſ- 
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trict, were quartered upon them at Diſcretion; 


them into their Houſes, but forced, by a verbal 


HFHorſes, four times more than theſe could eat Y 


che Burghers were rated in a much higher Capi 


__ to the Inſolence of a . OW 1 


Por Ry always the ſame, &e. Chap. III. 
ſo that they were obliged, not only to receive 


Order of the Intendant, which was quite beyond 
the Law, to feed both Men and Horſes. Theſe 
mercileſs People, finding they were left to them- 
ſelves, infiſted on being fed with the niceſt Things 
that could be got; on having Provender for their 


The Captains, moreover, demanding for themſelves 
eight Livres a Day, (about ſeven Shilling) and 
for the ſubaltern Officers and private Men, in Pro- F 
portion. Which exorbitant Impoſitions put many 
under the Neceſſity of ſelling whatever they had, 4 
and then, of running away themſelves. Beſides, 


zation, than uſual ; and ſo prodigious a Tax was 
laid upon their very Induſtry, that one ſingle ! 
trading Houſe, was obliged to pay, on this Ac- |» 
count alone, eighteen hundred Livres a Year. In 


fhort, the Proteſtants in thoſe Parts, fink under 2 
the Weight of their Misfortunes ;- but, is there 
ay, that is not likely to fall on People, that 


giſtrates, to the furious Zeal of 2 bigoted Clergy, 1 


Fat. © 
1 4 RY 2 
*x) 

— 3 
py wf 4H 
n 

3 8 Fas, 
F5% > 
"68 

$0 

WE 

22 OJ 


— 


_ „ — 1 2 4 - ; £4” 3T 
= th 2 2 PY . 


: ® There a are ome 8 now in Eagles who were Eye- 
witneſſes of all the Tranſactions i in and about Montauban, who 
are ready to atteſt upon Oath, before a Magiſtrate, the Truth 1 
of all the eſſential — herein delivered. 1 


+" 
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Y | PROTESTANTS are not much better uſed in 
|. | other Places; At Puy-Laurens, Caſtres, Sainte Fvi, 
E Ni/mes, People are daily taken up, ſent to the 
Caſtle of Ferrieres, to the Tower of Lourdes ; or, 
4 7 to ſome other Goal. There are actually twenty 
J four Women ſhut up in the Tower of Conſtance, 
at Aigue-Mortes; and, at leaſt, fifty Men in the 
Gallies. Not only private People, but whole 
Towns and Diſtricts, are condemned in large 
Fines, on Account of Religious Afemblies. Such 
bas been the Fate of Ni/mes, ſez, Vigan, Ganges, 
Alais: About the Beginning of Nobember laſt, the 
Commonalities of Montredon, of Vabres, of Sene- 
gas, of Berlat, were ſentenced, by the Intendant 
of Montpelier, to pay, from three to fix thouſand 
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— Livres, each, beſides the Fees for judicial Pro- 
is | x | ceedings, which are conſiderable. The ſame Place 
k | F | been fined ſeveral Times; and the laft, at a 
e- 77 much higher Rate, than the firſt. The 2d of 
n = Faure 1745, Mines paid eight hundred Livres, 
er beſides three hundred for Fees; and for another 
re Aſſembiy⸗ held on its Territory, the 1 gth of N 2 
at vember laſt, four thouſand. 
VNo wonder, if the Zeal of the Papiſts is chiefly 
7, kevelled at putting an End, if poſſible, to the pub- 
= hek Aſſemblies of the Proteſtants; ſeeing they 
,. | | i 
85 I 1 About chat Time, all the Proclamstibüs iſſued againſt 
. 9 Proteſtants, were affixed upon the Door of the King's Lieu - 
| tenant's Houſe at M ines ( Lieutenant de Roi J. 
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have hitherto proved ſo powerful a Support of 
their Religion, that, in all human Appearance, it 9 
would have been intirely rooted out of the King- 
dom, if it had not been for them. But, on the [ 
other Side, it is ſurprizing, that the Popiſh Party 


are not diſcouraged in the Purſuit of their Deſign; 


Their Endeavours for above ſixty Years, having met 
with ſo little Succeſs, that, the Number of Proteſ- | 


rants, ſo far from being diminiſhed, is very much 


encreaſed. It is a Matter of Amazement, that on 


this Occaſion, they never think of theſe Words 


of Gamaliel to the Governors of the Fews, when 
they ſhewed themſelves obſtinate in oppoſing the 
Preaching of the Apoſtles: Refrain from theſe | 


Men, and let them alone; for, F this Counſel, or 
this Work, be of Men, it will come to nought ; but 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply 
ye be found, even to fight againſt God. But, with- 
out inquiring into their Way of thinking, let us 
conſider only what they do. On the 17th of March 
1745, the Proteſtants being aſſembled at Maza- 
met, in the Dioceſe of Lavaur, in the upper Lan- 
guedoc, they were ſurprized, unarmed, by a Com- 
pany of Dragoons, of the Queen's Regiment, who 
fired upon them, wounded three, took nine, and 
diſperſed: the reſt. The Priſoners were ſent to 
Montpelier, where they were condemned by the 
Intendant, to be Slaves for Life in His Majeſty? 8 
Gallies, at Marſeilles; there are among them two 


old Officers and Kni * of St "n_ One Vil- 


liam 


* 


Neu IN. Popkkr always the ſame, &c. 


© liam Tfoire was ſentenced to that dreadful Penalty 
L 4 Nor the ſame Magiſtrate, merely, for having ſold 
3 Proteſtant Books; And a Phyſician, named Antony 
Noux, for having read the Word of God in a pub- 
lick Meeting, and having eſtabliſhed in their Re- 
ligion ſome of his Proteſtant Patients; His whole 
{ Eſtate, that was ee ee was beſides Confiſ- 
jp: 1 ated. | 
Ox the 21ſt of Abu neee another 
Aſſembly was found out near St Hippolite's in the 
Cevennes, and ſurrounded by a Detachment of one 


upon the unfortunate Proteſtants, and made twelve 


polite's Caſtle, out of which they have been ſince 
3 releaſed but, upon what Grounds, is not known. 
Sk vRERAIL Proteſtants in the upper Languedoc 
were lately fined in great Sums; many were taken 
up; eight Gentlemen of the County of Foix were 
condemned at Auchs to be Slaves for Life in the 
King's Gallies. Twenty more, who had run away, 
1 had the ſame Sentence paſſed upon them. The 


MIntendant of Montauban ſhewed the ſame Severity 


againſt another; and ordered three more to be 
hanged in Effigy. One would think, theſe Ma- 
x giſtrates make Sport with the Lives and Fortunes 
of the Proteſtants, they reſolving fo caſily to de- 
2 4 prive them of both. 

8 THzxe appears ſuch a magnanimous Regard to 
Candor and Religion in the Anſwer made by a 
„ Lawyer 


- 


hundred and twenty Men, who fired ſeveral times 


ſof them Priſoners, who were ſecured in St Hip- 


45 


PopPERY always the ſame, &c. Chap. III. 1 F 
Lawyer of Ni/mes, named Rey, that we cannot 
refrain acquainting the Publick with it. This 
Gentleman was lately releaſed out of the Citadel 
of Montpelier, where he had been confined for 
about a Year. The Magiſtrates did-then all they 
could to extort from him a Promiſe, that he ſhould 
never again reſort to the Aſſemblies of the Proteſ- 
rants ; But he ſhewed himſelf ſo averſe to ſuch an 

Engagement, that he declared to them, He 3 
« could be contented to remain in Goal, upon 
« Condition, that he ſhould have leave to join 

every Sunday with his Brethren, in the Publick 

« Worſhip of Gop, and be bound to ſurrender 

himſelf Priſoner the Day following ; adding, 

« that if they ſcrupled taking his Word, he would 

1% « give them a legal Security.“ 

1401  Troven every one of the forementioned Att 

Witt | of Cruelty is not diſtinctly and expreſsly com- 

manded by the French King's Edicts; yet, as they 
naturally ariſe from general and unlimited Orders 
of perſecuting, which are known, by Experience, 
to have conſtantly produced ſuch ſad Effects, one 
cannot help charging them on the Government 
chiefly, becauſe thoſe that commit them, are never, 
or very ſeldom, reſtrained and puniſhed ; and the 
Complaints of thoſe that ſuffer them, are not con- 
lidered, hardly heard, much leſs attended with an 

Redreſs and Satisfaction: This is not all; Proteſ- 

tants are debarred from any Acceſs to the King's 
Throne; Their beſt grounded, their moſt humble 
| 2 | Petitions, 
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t | 3 etitions, cannot find Admittance ; nay, his very 
s Fworſt Conſtructions are put upon them; their very 
1 rofeſſions of Loyalty, being accounted Seditious. 
r 8 Lasr March was a twelve Month, they ap- 
hled to His Majeſty by a moſt reſpectful Memo- 
1 rial, vindicating the Innocency of their Behaviour 7 


It was ſent from Nz/mes to Count de Maurepas, 
dne of the Secretaries of State at Paris, who had 
been appointed Prefident of the Afſembly of the 
Clergy ; but they had not heard in December * laſt, 
hat it was ever laid before the King: Their Let- 
ers to Count de Saxe and to the Duke de Richelies 
mentioned page 9, were not minded; though it 
2 4 certain, they were received; at leaſt, they were 
Hot attended with any Succeſs. Another Memo- 
rial, containing an Apology for their religious Aſ- 
ſemblies, was publiſhed laſt Year, by one of their 
Friends at the Hague: This was condemned the 
29th of Oober laſt, by the Parliament of Toulouſe, 


3 5 Informations were lately received, that, the Memorial ſent 
Count de Maurepas, having been laid before the King; Car- 
inal Tencin repreſented, with great warmth, this Step taken 
Þy the Proteſtants, as the certain Forerunner of an imminent 

Inſurrection; and that, conſequently, no Methods could be 

1 ought too ſevere to keep them under. But, though one of 
ye chief Miniſters of State, had anſwered his Eminence very 
ee oly, and had expreſſed himſelf with a much greater Regard to 
uſtice and Humanity; yet, the Reformed, in many Places, 


uave continued expoſed t to the moſt ſhocking Hardſhips. 
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to be torn and burnt by the Hangman, as is 


Parliament of Grenoble. 


vinces: Therefore, avoiding a particular Deſcrip- 


| appointed to eſcorte him to 8 ernoux. About two 1 


' Porrny always the ſame, &c. Chap. IV. 


ſeditious, injurious to the Memery of Lewis XIV, 
and contrary to the Orders and Intentions of Lows | J 
XV. The ſame Sentence was fince paſſed upon it 
by the Magiſtrates of Nies; and of late, 5 the 3 


0000000096!S20630S95S0000000 | 
c HAP. IV. 
Violent Proceedin gs againſt the . „ 


Vivarais. 8 8 


HE. Sufferings of the Proteſtants in Yiva- * 


rais have been pretty near the fame with 
thoſe of their Brethren in the neighbouring Pro- 


tion of them, the following Account will be con- 
fined to one ſingle, but more tragical and bloody 
Scene, than any repreſented hitherto. _ 4 

On the 11th of December laſt, Mr Deſubas, a 
worthy Clergyman, who ſerved the Proteſtant 2 
Churches of that Province, had the Misfortune - 
of falling into the Hands of the Papiſts, who were | 43 
watching his 1 He was arreſted near 1 | 


thirty Soldiers, commanded 4 a hom, 


thou- 


| 1 IV. Popzry always the ſame, &c. 
thouſand Proteſtants, Men, Women and Children, 


bly begged of the Officer, that he would be pleaſ- 
it 2 ed to releaſe the Priſoner, whom they profeſſed the 
he 4 W higheſt Veneration for: But, He alledging, that 
The could not, conſiſtently with his Duty, grant 
their Demand, adviſed them to follow him to 
PVernoux, giving them Hopes that the Magiſtrates 


ther, two of the chief Inhabitants, one Lafforti 
7 and one Ponce, aſſured them, That their Requeſt 
» „ ſhould be conſidered, and that, they ſhould 


been long in the Borough, waiting for the defired 
Bucceſs, before the Papiſts fired upon them from 


d thirty ſix upon the Spot, wounded above two 


p- 2 
F ers from that Country mention, that, among the 
3 vas ripped open after her death; and that the 
Fhild lived ſome Minutes, after it had been taken 
I ut of its Mother's Womb. Such a treacherous 
Ind cruel Maſſacre, raiſed the Indignation of many 
4 | 5 the ſtouteſtof the Proteſtants, who, foreſeeing what 
1 ould be Mr Deſubas's Lot, came in Arms two 
| Pays ſucceſſively, to reſcue him by main Force; but 
| = were prevailed upon, by their Miniſters, and 
Ihe chief People among them, to retire quietly. 


Ju- N ithout any Loſs of Time, Petitions were preſent- 


1 all unarmed, met them upon the Road, and hum- 


vf that Place, might do what they deſired. They 
took his Advice; — When they were come thi- 


have Reaſon to be ſatisfied.” But they had not 


5 - Quarters, even from their Windows; and kill- 
Hundred, whereof but very few recovered. Let - 


firſt, there was a Woman with Child, whoſe Belly 


2 | "a" 


49 


— > 
= _— 
p 2 — — yr I r 2 - 
_ — JO TIE — — — Y XS} 
<. - — — 2 — o *-Y 
L 3 . — —— — — — — 2 — — - Mr" Fx: 7 * 2 0 
— ; — _ r = = 
— ——— ——— | — A — — FE : : | 
= — w — — — —— — — — — — 5 r * - 
a * — — > — . 
—— —— ** . 
ö - : : — — Ro 222 
= - — — K S = : F — 4 
— XY — - CLIP 


— 


111 
I} 
*F2 
4 
| "1 
- z 
31-17 
11 
4 
1 
17 
# {241 
; i 
+8 b 
: f 
1 | 
1 N 
1 "i 
7-388 
$; | 
s $39 
* i; 
: o 
432: 531 
13:1. 
1 
1 
; * 
4 
1140 
175 


—— 


115 _y, . , ** 
Sr . 


22 - . 
— — 4 — 6 als. ad < 
Xe — — 2 Ms 
: © — 4 —— — — 
— 2 * Code == - * 2 + 
"4 2, g 4 9 . e nr 
ö eee Fad th rug 
* 1 
PX — * n — we — — = 
— ” < — © — 


— ä att tle o _ « wane * 


daunted Courage. His Deportment made ſuch an 
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PorkERV always the ſame, &c. Chap. IV. | 
ed to the Magiſtrates of Vernoux; and to the chief 
Commanders in the Province, ſetting forth, That, 
whatever had been done in this Affair by Proteſ- 
tants, proceeded, not from any ſeditious Diſpoſi- 
tion, but from the great Value and Love, they 19 
had for their Miniſter: The Anſwers returned were 
not at all ſatisfactory. Whether this Event haͤs 
had any Conſequences, as to the Generality of 
the Proteſtants in thoſe Parts, has not been heard. 

As to Mr Deſubas, he was ſent to Niſmes, and 
from thence to Montpelier : A new Scheme was 
laid to deliver him, between theſe two Places, out 
of the Hands of the Soldiers ; but, by the Inter- 
poſition of the chief Proteſtants, its Execution was 
prevented. During the Time, that Mr Deſubas * 
was in Goal, he was viſited by ſeveral Archbiſhops 2 
and Biſhops, who were at Montpelier, on Account 
of the Aſſembly of the States: They made uſe of 
all manner of Arguments, to perſuade him out of 
his Religion; but he remained unmoveable ; Tho! Y 
a young Man, between twenty ſix and thirty Years i 
of Age, He, in all Circumſtances, behaved entire- YH 
ly in Character, with great Modeſty and an un- 4 


© 


Impreſſion upon the Intendant himſelf, that, when 38 
by condemned him to be hanged *, * he could nor if 
refrain * 


—_—— Sy 


 * Theſe 8 are taken ſrom two Letters wrote from 
Montpelier the u_ of January, and the —_ of February, 1 746. 1 
N. &. | 


* 


| Chap. IV. PoPERY always the ſame, &c. 
refrain from Tears, and ſaid, that, He was grieved 
to pronounce Sentence of Death againſt a Man of 
% much Merit; but that he was forced to it by the 
i- King's Declarations. To which gracious Speech 


y Mr Deſubas returned a proper Anſwer. 
re Bur, for all that, the Execution of his Sen- 


7 I tence, which happened the 1ſt of February, was 
| . attended with hard and inhuman Circumſtances; 
. I F or, in that cold Seaſon, Mr Deſubas was or- 
dered to walk to the Place, where he was to ſuf- 
1 2 having his Legs naked, only Socks on his 
9 eet, and about him a thin linen Waiſtcoat with- 
out Sleeves. All his Papers and Books were burnt 
| 4 before him, at the Foot of the Gallows ; juſt be- 
fore he was executed, a Crucifix was offered him 
4 Fro kiſs; but he turned it aſide, and died with 
4 ST: Eyes fixed on Heaven, whether he was haſte- 
ning. 
NonzkRs of People, clint dnnanil from 
q Tall Parts, were very much edified with his Coun- 
8 Frenance and whole Behaviour; One cannot ſay, 
4 Vith his Diſcourſes, becauſe not a Word of what 
1 Pe ſaid could be heard; it being cuſtomary in 


in France, when any Proteſtant (and chiefly a Mi- 
n I 3 — dieth for his Religion, to appoint a great 
ot Number of Drums, to beat aloud and without 
= nny Intermiſſion; So afraid are they of any Im- 


F pr eſſion being made on the Minds of their own 
1 People, contrary to the Notions of their Church 

And yer, ſeveral Papiſts, judging from what they 
could fee, openly declared, that, the Proteſtants 
2 2 — might 
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Por ERV always the ſame, &c. Chap. V. 
might very well boaſt of the Sufferings of their Mi- 
niſters, ſceing they encounter Death with ſo 1 
Conſtancy and Serenity of Mind. | 

HERE it muſt not be omitted, that Mr Ro- 
. the Maſter of the Houſe, wherein Mr 
Deſubas was taken, and where, probably, he was 
uſed to ſhelter himſelf, was condemned to the 
Gallies for Life, and had all his Goods and Effects 


| confiſcated; Thus Popiſh Cruelty extends itſelf, 
as far as it can reach. There is no Occaſion to 
duell long upon ſuch Facts as theſe, to lay open 


the Heinouſneſs of them; They need only be left 
to the Conſideration of People, who can 1 at 
al, and who have any Bowels. 


1 


CHAP. v. 


An aggravating Circunſtance in the Miſeries 
LE all the Proteſtants i in France. 


U CH are he Hardſhips, which the Proteſt- 
ants lie under at preſent, in the Kingdom of 


_—T 3 ſad, indeed, they are! Gop knows: 


and yet,. they are attended. with a moſt aggravat- 


ing Circumſtance. Thoſe unfortunate People are 
. broughtto this paſs, that, they muſt reſolve, either 
to live like 1njidets; without paying any publick 
Hhonnge to their . Gop 5 or like Hypocrites, 


w 


| Chap. V. PoPERY always the ſame, &c. 


by ſerving Him in a Manner, which they are con- 


vinced, is contrary to his declared Will; or, they 
muſt. attempt to make their Eſcape from their na- 
tive Country, leaving behind them whatever is 


dear and valuable to them. Neither Nature nor 


Reaſon will allow them to comply with the firſt 
of theſe Things; The loweſt Degree of Sincerity 
oppoſeth their doing the ſecond; Conſcience and 


Prudence adviſe them to the laſt. This Courſe the 
Honeſteſt among them would willingly take, with- 
drawing with their Families into foreign Countries: 
But that very Reſource they are debarred of; being 


forbidden, under the ſevereſt Penalties, to go out 


of the Kingdom, or to ſell an Inch of their Lands. 
Thus, they are forced to ſtay, where, to ſave 
their Bodies and Eſtates, they muſt endanger their 


immortal Souls; where, to enjoy any Quiet with- 
out, they cannot avoid being racked and tortured 


in their Conſciences within. 


Tuts ſingle Prohibition, which we ſpeak of, 
what grievous perplexing Anxicties 1s it not attend- 
ed with? It expoſeth the Proteſtants to continual 


and imminent Dangers. ==— I. They cannot walk 
the Streets, without running the Hazard of meet- 


ing the Hoſt, when it is carried to ſick People, 


and of being knocked down, or otherwiſe inſult- 


ed, if they refuſe to kneel before it. And, ac- 


cording a as the Biſhops or Curates *, in whoſe Diſ- 
D 33 : tricts 


— 


— 


The French call thoſe He Whom we Ale Miniſters 


of Pariſhes, 
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PorsRY ahvays the ſame, &c. Chap. V. 
tricts they live, are more or leſs biggoted, it is 
more or leſs difficult for them, to ſkreen them- 


ſelves. from aſſiſting at Maſs, upon ſome ſolemn 


Occaſions, chiefly at Eaſter; or, to avoid com- 
plying with many Practices, which they are. per- 
— are Superſtitious. 


II. PROTESTANTS are not all endowed with 
the Gift of Continence, any more than Papiſts. 
But if one of them thinks of marrying in France, 
what ſtrong Temptations has he not to encounter? 


He muſt either give up an advantageous Match, 


and ſilence the Cravings of his natural Inclination, 


or reſolve to put on all the Appearances of a 
Roman Catholick, and to be punctual at Maſs for 
four, ſix, or twelve Months (for in all the Dioceſes 


there is not the ſame Rigour and Strictneſs) He 


muſt go through a feigned Inſtruction, imparted 


to him by his Curate; confeſs and promiſe ſolemn- 
ly to live and die in the Catholick Faith; of 
which Declaration an authentick Certificate is de- 
livered to the Biſhop. True it is, that ſometimes, 
by the Connivance of the Curate, who hath been 
well paid and rewarded for it, they get themſelves 


to be married, without going thro* ſo much Diſſi- 


mulation; But nevertheleſs, they are conſidered 


by the Biſhops, as being ſo thoroughly Papiſts, 
that, if they afterwards profeſs the Proteſtant Re- 
gion, they a are accounted Relapſed. There are 


indeed 


Chap, V. Poetry always the ſame, &c. 
indeed ſeveral Couple *, who, not finding i in their 
Heart to carry Diſſimulation ſo far, and not be- 


ing able to keep a chaſte Celibacy, live together 
as Huſband and Wife, being faithful to one ano- 


ther, till they can have an Opportunity of being 


married by a Miniſter of their own Communion ; 


But ſometimes, they have waited a long while for 
ſuch an Opportunity. Here a very extraordinary 
Fact may be mentioned, which has been related 
by People, that were Eye- witneſſes of it. In one 
of the late Proteſtant Aſſemblies, that were held in 


the Diſtrict of Montauban, there were ſolemnly 
married, at the ſame Time, the Grand-Father, 


the Son, and the Grand-Son ; all three reſpeCtively 


to the only Women, they had lived with to that 


Time, as if the Publick Ceremony had been per- 


formed. What hard Shifts are not theſe unfortu- 
nate People put to? But let them do all they can, 
if their Marriages are not folemnized by Roman 
Prieſts, - their Children are reputed Baſtards, and 


declared incapacitate to inherit; ſo that, innocent 


Babes, are puniſhed for the Faults of their Parents, 
if theſe were, in ſuch a Caſe as this, guilty of any. 


D-4:: III. Wurx- 


_ 


N 18 cuſtomary with them, before they come together, to 
declare before their neareſt Relations, and their beſt Friends ; 


That they Deſign, from that Day, to cohabit together as Huſ- 
band and Wife, and to be faithful to one another; Which Pro- 
feſſion is ſufficient to vindicate their Behaviour, not only to 


their Conſcience, but even, before impartial and equitable 
Men, = 
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36 Porxxx always the ſame, &c. Chap, V. 
III. Wa E NEVER they have any Children, 
they are obliged to have them chriſtened in their 
Pariſh Church , within four and twenty Hours 
after they are born; and when grown *, to ſend. 
them to Popiſh Schools; Which if they do not, 
they are fined in large Sums, ar liable to ſome 
other grievous Puniſhment : Nay, they run the 
Danger of ſeeing their dear Children ſnatched out 
of their Boſoms, and thrown into Seminaries or 
Nunneries, there to be brought up, in Diſpoſitions, 
quite deſtructive of the Reſpect and Love, they 
owe to their Parents; what yearning of Bowels 
muſt not theſe feel in ſuch Circumſtances ? 


= * a Proteſtant happens to be dangerouf· 
ly ill, the Phyſician, Surgeon, or Apothecary, who 
attend him, are enjoined, under great Penalties, 
to acquaint the Curate of the Pariſh with his Caſe, 
that he may reſort to his Houſe, and adminiſter 
unto him the Sacraments of Penance, of Extreme 
Unction, and of the Communion. In Caſe he ab- 
ſolutely refuſeth || to receive them, and perſiſteth 
in the Reſolution of dying a Proteſtant, the Con- 
ſequences of his pretended Obſtinacy are, that if 
he recovers, he is to be tried, baniſhed for ever 3 
| have 


— 


* * 


—— 


＋ W to the French King 8 {Dvdlancton;” 3 iſſued 1 in 
May 1724. Article III. See the Appendix, Ne V. 

According to the ſame Declaration, Article IV, V, VI. 

Sid. Article VIII. Aid. Article IX. 


Chap, V. Poytry always the ſame, &e, 
have his whole Eſtate confiſcated ; Or if, on Ac- 
count of ſome peculiar Privilege, the Confiſcation 
cannot take place, 'a Fine is to be paid out of his 
Goods and Chattels, that cannot be leſs, than half 
the Value of the Whole. But if he dieth, his Me- 
mory is to be judicially branded, and his Goods 
are forfeited. . This is truly carrying Cruelty be- 
yond the Grave! But this is not all; if a F riend 
or Relation *, that profeſſeth the ſame Faith with 
him, aſſiſts um in his laſt Moments, and happens 
to confirm him in his former Sentiments, by ad- 
miniſtring unto him the ſeaſonable Comforts, which 
the Proteſtant Religion affords, that Friend -or 
Relation is ſentenced beforehand, if he be a Man, 
to be a Galley-Slave; if a Woman, to have her 
Head ſhaved, and to be confined, where it ſhall 
be thought proper; Each, either for Life, or for a 
Time, according to the Circumſtances of their ima- 


ginary Guilt. 


Sven are the Misfortunes, which the French 
Proteſtants groan under, and which are the ne- 
ry Reſult of the . Prohibition made to 

them 


* According to the French King's Declaration, iſſued in 
May 1724. Article XI. On all theſe Subjects one may ſee a 
French Book, entitled, Lettres d'un Proteflant Francois, tou- 
"chant la Declaration du Roi concernant la Religion, donnie 2 
Ferſailles, le 14 May 1724. It was printed in London in 
1725. The fix firſt Letters contain F 1 _— and Rea- 
ſonings upon Aen. 
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Heb. xii. 


. | 
Matt. x. 
23 * 


John vi. 


PortrY always the ſame, &c. Chap. V. 


chem to retire out of the Kingdom. Such are 
the Laws formerly enacted againſt them, and lately 
ordered to be executed in their full Extent: They 
are levelled, as one ſeeth, at the Conſciences, at 
the Bodies, at the Fortunes of People; they bear 
hard againſt Thoſe that infringe them themſelves, 
and againſt their innocent Poſterity: Who could 
have thought, they were made in cold Blood, 
and after mature Deliberation? There is no queſ- 
tion, but they will ſtrike, aſtoniſh, and amaze an 
Engliſb Reader, not at all uſed to ſuch enormous 


_ Cruelties; fill him with Compaſſion towards the 
| Sufferers, and raiſe in him a ſtronger Abhorrence, 
than he ever felt, of Popery. Though they open 


a large Field for Reflections, as juſt as ſevere, 


nevertheleſs only two or three ſhall be mentioned 
out of many. 


I. Tu great Author and Finiſher of the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, cautioned his Diſciples, that, when they 
were perſecuted in one City, they ſhould flee into 
another; But our French ſpiritual Tyrants ſeem 
to make it their Buſineſs, to ſhew the whole 
World, that they have Ways and Means to make 


the wholeſome Advice of our Saviour of none 


Effect. 


I. Tris divine Teacher, ſeeing ſome of his 
Diſciples. going back from him, aſked his Apo- 


ſtles, Will ye alſo go away? But theſe modern, 


Romiſh Chriſtians, aſk thoſe that differ from m 
| Will 


Chap. V. PoPERY always the ſame, &c. 


Will you not ſtay with us? You mult ; you ſhall. 


No doubt, they are not of the ſame Spirit with 
the Founder of Primitive Chriſtianity. 


III. Wa ſhall offer but one Word more on 
this Subject; namely, that the Proteſtants of 


France are much worſe uſed under the Govern- 


in Auguſt 1573, which was regiſtred in Parlia- 


a 


ment of the Well- beloved Lewis the XV, than 


their Anceſtors were, even under Charles the IX, 


by whoſe Authority that execrable Maſſacre on 
St Bartholomew's * Day, was executed . For by 
the IXth Article of the Edict, iſſued by this Prince 


ment the 13th of the ſame Month, his Proteſt- 
ant CY who would not profeſs the Romiſb 
Religion, 


8 ** 


lt happened to be the 24th of August, 157 2. 
F On this Occaſion, twenty five thouſand, according to 


| — ; thirty, according to Thyuanus, were barbarouſly mur- 


dered: Among whom were five or fix hundred Noblemen, or 
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Gentlemen of the higheſt Diſtinction. Such a Complication 


of helliſh Doings (who could have thought it?) found Pane- 


gyriſts among the Abettors of Popery : Peter Charpentier wrote 


an Apology for it; Fobn Des Caurres praiſed it in an Ode: 


The moſt luxuriant Encomiums were beſtowed upon it, in a | 
Speech pronounced before Philip II. The Holy Father him- 


ſelf, Gregory XIII, was no ſooner informed by Cardinal 45 


Lorraine of this Maſſacre, than, he went in Proceſſion to 


St Lewis's Church, where (Quake thou, O Earth; Tremble, 


ve Heavens; and you Stars, withdraw your ſhining l) he re- 
turned the merciful Maker and Redeemer of Mankind, pub- 


lick and ſolemn Thanks for that * Work. Nay, that 
| n 


Joel ii. 10. 
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Phil. iii, „ef. If theſe People did not glory in their Shame, ſure, no | 


19. 


Refugits, p. 275. 


CONCLUSION, _ 
Religion, were allowed to ſell their Eſtates, or ts 
enjoy the Revenues, ariſing from them, wherever 


they ſhould think fit to retire. The very ſame | 


Privilege was confirmed unto them, by another 
Edict of Henry III, publiſhed and regiſtred in 
Parliament, the I Sth of Fuly 158 5. Eo 


CONCLUSION. 


1 is in itſelf the very beſt Means 


of | uniting Men together, inaſmuch as it 
giveth Life to, and actuates thoſe Principles of 
Benevolence, which Nature has implanted in them. 
| . The 


n. — * 


— — * — 
: ® * 


horrible Tranſaction was repreſented at Rome, in a magnifi- 
cent Picture, with this Inſcription, The Triumph of the Church; 


which indeed was very proper, if it meant, The Triumph 
of the Church of Rome over Chriſtianity and Humanity it- 


body ever did it. Thuanus ſhewed himſelf a much better 


Man, when he applied to this 9 the following Lines 


of Statius. 
Excidat illa dies ævo, nec poſtera . 
Sæcula! certè nos taceamus, & obruta mult3 
Notte tegi propriz patiamur Crimina gentis. 
« Ma y that Day be neuer numbered among thoſe that are paſt ! 


May the Cruelties, that were then committed, meet with no 


„Credit in following Ages + Ai leaſt, let us be ſure, never to 
« mention them ourſelves, but ſuffer the Crimes of our own Nation 


L to remain concealed under the Veil of the darkeſt Night !” 


See Bayle's Dictionary, Art. Charpentier N. C. and Art. 
Caurres. His Critique generals du Calviniſme, de Mainbourg, 
Lett. XXIV. p. 489, 490. a Reponſe d Þ Avis aux 
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CONCLUSION. 61 

The main Scope of Chriſtianity is, no doubt, to 

make them ſo univerſally charitable, as to love, 

and do kind and good Offices to their moſt inve- 

terate Enemies; But then, if it is ſo, can one take 

a Body of People, who authorize and command 

all the cruel Proceedings above mentioned, to be 

Chriſtians? Can one think their Doctrine to | 

be that Wiſdom from above, that is pure, peace- James iii. 

able, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and 17. 

good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hy- 

pocriſy? Can one look upon the Head of that 

Communion, as the Vicar of the meek Jeſus 2 Matt. xi, 
Ir we read the Works of Plato, of Tully, of 28 

Seneca, there we find ſuch Maxims, as have a na- 

tural Tendency to make Men ſociable and happy. 

Thoſe renowned Heathens ſeem more religious 

Caſuiſts, Teachers of a much better Morality, than 

the Jeſuits, than many Popes, than many Councils. 

Were the private Tenets, which theſe Zealots en- 

deavour to propagate by the moſt inhuman Me- 

thods, as clear, as they pretend ; yet, they are 

far from being ſo evident, as it is, that plundering, 

hanging, burning honeſt, well meaning People, 

merely, becauſe they differ from us in ſome ſpecu- 

lative Points, is irrational, unchriſtian, cruel and 

| barbarous. Nothing will ſooner convince an ho- 

neſt Mind, of the Falſhood of any pretended Re- 

ligion, than to ſee, that it ſupports and, recom- 

mends ſuch deſtructive Practices. So will any 

Man judge, that hath any N otion of what is good, 


juſt and equitable, 
Muck 
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C 0 N C L U SI 0 N. 
Mucn more, it is hoped, will every true Eng- 


Iſhman think ſo. It is in our Nature to examine, 


to reaſon, to judge for ourſelves; That Liberty 


is dear and precious unto us; Would to Go p, 
we never turned it into Licentiouſneſs! But, in it- 


ſelf conſidered, it is an unvaluable Privilege, to 
be parted with at no Rate; And yet, if ever Po- 
pery ſets its Foot among us, it will be gone from 


us for ever; From that Moment, we muſt give 


up thinking, judging, reaſoning; look upon Dun- 
geons and Gallows, as the moſt perſuaſive Argu- 
ments, and wait for no other Light, than the blaz- 
ing of Fires. No, we cannot hope, that Popery 
will relent in our Behalf, give the Lie to Popes and 


Councils, to befriend Us. What it did in this Land, 
in the Time of bloody Queen Mary, is to us a 


certain Pledge of what we are to expect from it: 
Ever ſince, it has been continually undermining 
the very F oundations of our Conſtitution, both 


in Church and State: The Meaſures, it purſues 


at preſent, in the South of France, plainly ſhew, 


that no Conduct, though never ſo regular, can 


tame it. For at this Time, Proteſtant Miniſters, 
merely becauſe they are ſuch, are hanged in 


France without Mercy, though they are acknow- i 


ledged to be, in every other Ref Peet, good Men 
and loyal Subjects. 


Bur, if the French are ſo ſevere againſt their 


own People, what a Flood of Miſeries would they 
not let in upon Us, whom they think, not only 
Hereticks, 


CONCLUSION. 


Hirntichs; but their Rivals in point of Trade and 


Power? Acted by their Intereſt, prompted by their 
furious Zeal; what Seas of Blood would they not 
wade through, to make way for their lawleſs Ty- 
ranny, and the Superſtitions of biggoted Rome? 

- Ir any one be willing to be more fully ſatisfied 
of Popiſh Cruelty, let him but conſider the Ma- 


xims, loudly proclaimed by their Prieſts in Ire- 


land, when their Intrigues for carrying on the moſt 
deteſtable Maſſacre againſt the Proteſtants of that 
Kingdom, on the 23d of OZober 1641, were ripe 
for Execution. A true Patriot would wiſh, that 


they were poſted up in every one of our Streets, 


that People of all Ranks, and of all Ages might 
read them. They were theſe “; THAT PRroTES- 
TANTS WERE HERETICKS, NOT TO BE SUFFERED 
TO LIVE ANY .LONGER AMONG ROMAN CaTHo- 


LICKS; THAT IT WAS NO MORE SIN TO KILL AN + 


ENGLISHMAN, (viz. who was a Proteſtant) THAN 
TO KILL a DoG; AND THAT IT WAS A MOST 
MORTAL AND UNPARDONABLE SIN, TO RELIEVE 
OR PROTECT ANY OF THEM. They acted accord- 
ingly; For, within the Space of two Months, 
they maſſacred in cold blood, f above one hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand Proteſtants. Nay, their 

| Actions 


— 
ſl = — — 


* See. Sir Jobn Temple's Hiſtory of the Iriſh Rebellion, 
p. 70. And the Sermon of Henry Lord Biſhop of Dromore, 
| (now of Meath) preached the 23d of Ofober 1733, on the 
Deliverance of Ireland from Popery, p. 33. Sold by F. Oliver. 

+ See the ſame Sermon, p. 16, and the Poſtſcript, p. 87. | 
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Prov. xii. 


IO, 


CONCLUSION, 


Actions were worſe, if poſſible, than their Words; 
none of thoſe Men, whoſe tender Mercies are cruel, 
having ever uſed a dumb Creature with the ſame 


Barbarity, as the Papiſts uſed . of our * own 


People at that Time. 
TRE better Popery is known, the more OY 


ouſly its Principles and Conſequences are minded, 


| the more readily, it is hoped, every Man among 


us, will join his Head and Heart, ſacrifice his Life 
and Fortune, to keep it at the greateſt Diſtance from 
theſe three Kingdoms; to maintain the Crown on 
the Head of His preſent Majeſty, the ſincere De- 
fender of our holy Faith, and to tranſmit it to His 
lateſt Poſterity. Here lies our Safety, our Liber- 
ty, our Welfare; Here, Gop and Men, Nature 
and Religion, our: preſent and eternal Happineſs, 
publick. and private Intereſt, our neareſt and dear- 
eſt Relations, Wives, Children, Friends, call aloud, 
for our moſt earneſt Joint-endeayours : Here, want 
of Prudence or Foreſight. is Stupidity : Remiſſ- 


neſs in providing againſt Danger, becometh Trea- 


ſon: Too great an Indulgence for declared Ene- 
mies, is Cruelty to ourſelves : Here, whoſoever is 
h 5 not 


** » * 
Py a 2 — + » . . — 4 
„ 
oy * 


* This is plain from the Collection of the ſeveral Murders 


perpetrated in the. ſeveral Provinces of Treland, publiſhed by 


Dr Borlaſe. Its Authenticity cannot be queſtioned, ſeeing 
it was taken from Examinations upon Oath, by Virtue of Com- 
miſſions under the Great Seal of Jre/and for that Purpoſe. 
It is reprinted at the End of the ſame worthy Prelate's Ser- 
mon before mentioned, p. 92—119. 


WWW 


not for us, is againſt us ; whoſoever doth not love, 


hateth z whoſoever ſtands neuter, is a Rebel. O. — rix. 


may we, even we, know the 7 hings which belong ** l Kings 


to our Peace, before they are hid from us! May 5 — 
we be ſtrong, and ſbet ourſelves Men! May we iii 32 


watch and pray; be zealous and repent ! And let Rev. iii. 
19. 


all the People ſay, Amen. | | Pal. cvi. 
| 48. 
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APPENDIX. 
No I. 


The follwing ; Letter - Mr d' 1 to Mr 
de Piolenc, was dated June 22, 1744, from 
the Camp before Ypres, 


SIX, 

HE King is informed, That, on the 7th 
of this Month, a certain Preacher named 
Roger, having aſſembled a Number of 


Religionifts of Pajols, in the Biſhoprick of Die, 
did read a pretended Edict or Indult, dated the 
7th of May, and ſealed with a Seal, which he de-, 
clared to be the King's Seal; by which Edict it 
appeared, that His Majeſty granted his Subjects 

| Liberty of Conſcience, and Permiſſion to aſſemble 
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APPENDIX. 
therhſelves together : As this Piece is abſolutely 


falſe and counterfeit, and the King never intended 
to derogate from the Laws, made, on that Sub- 


| Jet, by the late King his Great-Grand-Sire, and 


by himſelf ; His Majeſty's Intention is, that you 
ſhould undeceive the People, and remove the ill 
Impreſſion, which a Piece of this Nature may 
have made on their Minds ; that by laying open 
the Impoſture of the Preacher, you may make 
them ſenſible of the Danger, they would be in, if 


they ſhould give themſelves up to the Guidance 


of ſuch Teachers. For this End, His Majeſty 


permits you to cauſe this Letter to be printed, 


and Copies of it to be diſperſed, wherever you 
think expedient. Moreover, His Deſire is, that 
you would proceed againſt the ſaid Roger, in a 
proper Manner, ſo as to bring him to exemplary 


Puniſhment, ſuch as the Heinouſneſs of the Caſe 
requires. 


Jam, &c. 


N. II. 


Mr Roger's Letter to Mr d'Argenſon. 


09900/0000000050/990000990 


No e 


Copy of 4 Letter . 1175 Roger, Miniſter of 


the Proteſtant Churches in Dauphin“, to Mr 
d' Argenſon. 1 5 


My LORD, | 
HOUGH I am firmly P that 
the Proceedings againſt me at Grenoble, by 
your Orders, ſufficienty clear me of the Imputa- 
tion of having invented and read a pretended 
Edict of His Majeſty's, dated the 7th of May, and 
ſealed ; by which it appeared, that His Majeſty 
gave his Subjects Liberty of Conſcience, and Per- 
miſſion to aſſemble themſelves together : yet, I 
thought, a Calumny ſo enormous, required me to 
declare to your Lordſhip, in the moſt expreſs and 
ſolemn Manner, that, if that counterfeit Piece ever 
did exiſt, (which I am inclined to believe it never 
did) I am not the Author of it, nor did ever read 
| it, either in private or in the Aſſemblies; that I 
have never ſo much as ſeen it; and that all, I 
ever knew of it, was by your Lordſhip's Letter 
on that Subject, which was made publick. _ 
I am very ſenſible, my Lord, that a Forgery 
of any kind, is a Crime, which deſerves ſeverely 
E 3 * 00 
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APPENDIN. 

to be puniſhed ; but, to forge the Prince's Seal, 
can be nothing leſs than High Treaſon. | 

As a Chriſtian, I abhora Lie; As a Subject, 
] revere every Thing, that is ſtampt with the 
Authority of my Sovereign; And as a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, I inſpire my Hearers with the 
ſame Abhorrence of every Thing, that is incon- 
ſiſtent with the Truth, and the ſame Reverence for 
the Regal Authority. | 
How earneſtly ſoever we deſire, all of us in 
general, to enjoy Liberty of Conſcience ; how na- 
tural and reaſonable ſoever this Defire appear to us; 
your Lordſhip may depend upon it, this Deſire will 
never induce us to do any one Thing, which ſhall in 
the leaſt interfere with that Fidelity, which we 
owe to our dread Sovereign. This ineſtimable 


Bleſſing of Liberty of Conſcience, we wait for 


with entire Reſignation ; We will aſk it no other 
Way, than by our Prayers and Tears ; and we 
hope, at length, to obtain it only, as a Reward 
of our unreſerved Obedience to His Majeſty's 


Commands in every Thing, which depends on 


his Authority; and by ſacrificing our Lives and 
Fortunes to his Service. 

Ovx Religion inſpires us with this Submiſſion, and 
engages us to offer him this Sacrifice ; But beſides 
this, the Title of Father of his People, which 
he has fo juſtly acquired, ſecures him the free 
Homage of our Hearts, a Homage the more glo- 
25 as it is intirely the Effect of his own Me- 

If any e if any — be a- 


* 888 


m 


Mr 5 Boggs Lerter to Mr — 


ſcribed to us, which has not this Stamp, (Which 
has been already too often the Caſe) your Lord- 


ſhip may conclude, it is the Work of Slander- 


TRE Contrivers of theſe Impoſtures blacken R 


our Character, in order to make us odious in the 


Eyes of His Majeſty, and eſteemed unworthy of 


his Protection. But however, this was not the 
only Motive, which ingaged my Aecuſer to lay 
to my Charge the Forging an Edict granting 
Liberty of Conſcience; his Malice led him, by 
this baſe Contrivance, to try to find out; what 
the King's Sentiments were, concerning our reli- 


gious Exerciſes ; If his ill-natured Curioſity has 


been ſatisfied in this Reſpe&, I am bold to hope, 
that he will not long triumph in my Diſgrace, in 

your Lordſhip's Sight; but; that your Lordſhip, 
abundantly convinced of my Innocence; by the 
very Proceedings which were deſigned to prove 
me guilty of the odious Crime laid to my Charge, 
will render to the Accuſer and the Accuſed, the 
4 ar due to them. 


TT am, &c. 


R 4. 


74 


Nr * 7; 


Es oF fe 


j 
, 
£ 
pF 9 
17 
4 4 
LS 
Th 
i 1 
LE [ 
: }+ * 
1 ; [1 
I 4 
14 
C it 
= 7 
1 . 
. 4 
5 
135 
| 4 
- #4 
1 
* 
13 
ih 
15 
1 
14 
7 
Fa. 
11 
1 
. 
* 07 
. 
IS 
—_ i 
TH 7 
#. 3 
# : 
ET: 3 
1 
2 
* 
FEA 
21 
1 
N 
ty 
1 
ty 
1 
i£ 
* 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 | 12 
, 15 
1 
4 
13 
lt 
| 
1 
| 
| 
i 
1 
. — 
1 
1 
: { 
$! 
4 
\ - 


APPENDIS. - 


” 
SS0SS0SHI0S0100SS000000000 
No III. 


Copy of a Latter wrote by the 8 of 
Languedoc, 0 the Duke of Richelieu, Go- 


vernor F the Province. It was dated from 
be Deſert in Languedoc, the 24 of Decem 


ber, 1744- 


' L. O R D, 


T is a melancholy and deplorable Thing, char 

Proteſtants ſhould be accuſed of the moſt hor- 
rid Crimes, and, at the ſame Time, not dare to 
complain, nor bring to Juſtice thoſe, who falſly 
accuſe them. We are not ſurprized at the fatal 
Plots, which our Enemies contrive for our Ruin. 
How ſhould they ſpare us, when a Gentleman, as 
venerable for his Merit, as illuſtrious in his Birth 
and Station, is not ſecure from their raſh Cen- 
ſures? 

IN the Month of Auguſt laſt, firſt 3 the 
Hymn, which is aſcribed to us: and, though 
fo groſs a Calumny appeared intirely deſpicable, 
yet, we thought it our Duty to write upon the 
Subject to Mr de la Deveze, who was Commander 
at that Time in your Abſence ; which we did ac- 
cordingly, and ſent him a Letter dated the 21ft 

'F of 


Lerter to the Duke of Richelieu. 


of the ſame Month; And as we imagined, that 


Letter would be communicated to your Excellen- 
cy, we made ourſelves eaſy. 

My Lord, It is not the firſt Time, our Enemies 
have aſperſed us, to make us odious. Some Years 
ago, a Pariſh-Pneſt, named Bouquet, in the Dio- 
ceſe of Uſez, was aſſaſſinated ; They did not fail 


to lay the Murder to the Proteſtants of the Place, 5 


who were ſome of them impriſoned for it; but, 
upon Examination, it was proved, that thoſe, who 
committed the Murder, were Catholics. You will 
eaſily recollect too, that, not long ſince, the Pro- 


teſtants of the Cevennes were ſaid to have raiſed a 


Rebellion : but your Excellency made proper In- 
quiry into the Truth of the Report, and was con- 
vinced of their-Innocence. Theſe Catumnies fail- 
ing of their expected Succeſs, our Enemies are 
continually inventing new ones ; but we hope, 
the Truth will come to Light, and that they will 
no longer triumph over our Innocence. 

Wr all of us vow and proteſt, my Lord, be- 
fore the ſupreme Searcher of Hearts, who will 
one Day puniſh Hypocrites and perjured Perſons, 
that, the Hymn aſcribed to. the Proteſtants, was 
never compoſed by them: Their Religion recom- 
mends nothing more ſtrongly, than Fidelity and 
Obedience to the Sovereign. In our Sermons 
we often inſiſt on that Point, as a conſiderable 
Number of Catholics can teſtify, whoſe Curioſity 


has led them to our religious Aſſemblies. = | 


them declare, i ever they heard ſung among u 
this 
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this, or any Hymn like it; or ever ſaw any Thing 


going forward, contrary to the Good of the State. 
They have been Witneſſes of the ardent Prayers, 
we offer up to the King of Kings, in Behalf of 
our dread Sovereign, his Royal Conſort, the Dau- 
phin, and all the Royal Family ; as well, as for 
all the. Nobility and Magiſtracy of the TDs 


| and particularly, for your Excellency. 


Ir would be no difficult Matter to find out 
the Author of the Hymn in queſtion ; But, my 
Lord, deſtitute of all Authority, the Proteſtants 
have no Power to make any Inquiry on this Sub- 
ject. A Catholic is commonly reported to be the 


Author of it: A Prieſt of the City of Mines diſ- 


perſed Copies of it pretty openly: Mr Je Brun, 
Commander of the City and Caſtle of Alais, took 


up, not long ago, a Catholic, for ſinging it. If 


your Excellency would be ſo goed, as to appoint 
3 Commiſſioner for this Purpoſe, we flatter our- 
ſelves, His Care would not be without Succeſs ; 


and that the Innocence of the Proteſtants would 


appear in a ckarer Light. 

My Lord, We are, beyond Expreſſion, grie- 
ved to think, that we have no Way to make known 
to our dread Monarch, the Sentiments which in- 
ſpire us. Would to Gop, He could read the 


Language of our Hearts! He would there ſee in- 


graven in indelible Characters, the moſt profound 
Reſpect, the ſincereſt Affection for his ſacred Per- 


ſon, and an Attachment to his Service, which is 
Proof againſt all Temptation. If we hold religi- 


ous 


Letter to the Duke of Richelieu. 

ous Aſſemblies, it is neither in Contempt of His 
Majeſty's Commands, nor to cabal againſt the 
State: We call Gos to witneſs, that we meet to- 
gether, only in Obedience to the Dictates of our 
Conſciences, to worſhip Gop in the Manner, which 
appears moſt acceptable to the divine Being; to 
be inſtructed in our Duty, and excited to the Prac- 
tice of it. All which is f far from being incon- 
ſiſtent with the Good of the State, that it ſeems 
to us the moſt ſure and fold F n of its 
ee 5 

Wr hope, your Excellency's Goodneſs, which 
is, with Reaſon, ſo highly commended, will in- 
duce you to excuſe the Liberty we have now _—_ 
and to do Juſtice to our Innocence. 

 FavovuRITE of a King, whom we ſo ne 
ly love, and for whom we are ready to ſacrifice 
our Lives and Fortunes, deign to {peak to mn 
one Word in our Behalf! 5 

Wx have the Honour to be, wich the moſt pro 
found Reſpect, &c. &c. &c. 
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No IV. 


_ The Kine's Ordinance, concerning thoſe of the 
pretended Reformed Religion, the 1ſt of, Fe- 
bruary 1745. | 

By the Kine's Order. | 
HEREAS His Majeſty is informed, that 
although He has, by his Edicts, Declara- 
tions and Ordinances, ſtrictly prohibited in this 
Realm all Exerciſe of the pretended Reformed Re- 
ligion, there have been, notwithſtanding, for ſome 
Time paſt, ſeveral Aſſemblies held in the Diſtrict 
of Montauban ; Being deſirous to provide againſt 
them for the Future, His Majeſty has ordered, 
and does order, That, purſuant to the ſaid Edicts, 
Declarations and Ordinances, Care be taken to ar- 
raign and convict all Preachers, who have, with- 
in the ſaid Diſtrict, called, or ſhall call Aſſemblies; 
who have preached or ſhall preach in them, or ex- 

erciſe any other Function; As well, as all and 
every one of His Majeſty's Subjects, of what 
Quality and Condition ſoever, who have been, or 
ſhall hereafter be, preſent in the ſaid Aſſemblies, 
and be taken in the Fact: It being His Majeſty's 
Wal, that all ſuch be condemned to ſuffer the 

* Puniſh- 


King 5 Ordinance of the iſt of February. 


Puniſhments mentiondd i in the ſaid Edits, Decla- 
rations and Ordinances. However, with regard 
to thoſe, who ſhall be known to have been pre- 
ſent at the ſaid Aſſemblies, but were not taken up 
immediately, His Majeſty's Will and Intention 


is, That, by Order of the Intendant and Commiſ- 


ſary of the ſaid Diſtrict, the Men be ſent di- 
rectly, without Form of Law, to the Gallies, to 
ſerve as Slaves, for Life ; and the Women, whe- 
ther married or unmarried, confined the Remainder 
of their Days, in Places appointed for them. 


H1s Majeſty does moreover give Notice to, 
and command the ſaid Intendant, and Commiſſary 


of the ſaid Diſtrict of Montauben, his Bailiffs, Se- 
neſchals, and other Officers and Juſtices, whom it 
may concern, To take Care, every one in his re- 
ſpective Office, that this preſent Ordinance be ob- 
ſerved with the utmoſt Exactneſs; and that it be 
read, publiſhed and poſted up, wherever Need 


ſhall be; to the Intent, that no one may have 


Room to plead Ignorance of it. 


Done at Verſailles, che 1ſt of February, in 
the Year 1 745+ | 


Signed LOUTS, 
And lower, By. the KI N G. 


; Phelypeaus. 
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APPENDIX 


CO TEL TITAN 


Ordinance of the 16th: of February 1745. 


ATHEREAS His Majeſty is informed, 
that the different Puniſhments mentioned 


in the Decrees, Declarations and Ordinances, pub- ; 
liſhed againſt thoſe, who are preſent at the unlaw- 


ful Aſſemblies of the new Converts, have hither- 
ro been inſufficient intirely to prevent them, be- 
cauſe Denunciations of this Sort make but ſlight 
Impreſſions on Perſons of erroneous Judgments, 


Who, if they fear the Puniſhment, flatter them- 


ſelves, they ſhall eſcape it: Being defirous to put 
a Stop to. theſe Diſorders, which would ceaſe in- 
tirely, if thoſe new Converts, who are afraid of 


being ſurpriſed themſelves in the Aſſemblies, of 


which they have always Notice, (though they are 
not afraid to let their Children and Servants go, 
nor even frequently to ſend them there) if Theſe 
were no longer to countenance and foment them 
by their evil Counſels, or at leaſt, by their Silence 
and Connivance; which make them equally guilty 
of Diſobedience, with thoſe, who are preſent at 
them: His Majeſty, therefore, has reſolved to 
oblige all new Converts, for their own Intereſt, 
to prevent, or give Information againſt, the Aſ- 
ſemblies, which are never held without their Know- 

ledge z 


% 


Ordinance of the 16th of February. 
ledge ; or elſe, requires that they be puniſhed, as 
Accomplices in the ſaid Aſſemblies, by pecuniary 
Fines, to be impoſed at Pleaſure on thoſe, who 
ſhall not give Information againſt them; which 
Fines ſhall, for the Future, be laid on all the new 
Converts without Diſtinction, who live within 
thoſe Cantons of the Diſtrict of Montauban, where 
Aſſemblies ſhall be held. Wherefore His en 

ty has ordered, and does order, 
wy  » SET. LCL: 2 Kh 

Tux in all the Corporations of the Diſtrict 
of Montauban, compriſed in the State of the Ar- 
rondiſſements, which ſhall immediately be drawn 
up by the Intendant of the faid Diſtrict, commiſ- 
fioned by His Majeſty for that Purpoſe, all the 
new Converts, living within the Arrondiſſements, 
ſhall be accountable for all the Aſſemblies, which 
ſhall be held within the Juriſdiction of the Cor- 
1 of which each an ſhall con- 
ſiſt. 
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5 ARTICLE * 

Tra r the new Converts, living in the Ar- 
rondiſſaments, within the Limits of which it ſhall 
evidently appear, Aſſemblies have been held, ſhall 
be ſentenced, without form of Law, to a diſcre- 
tionary Fine, proportioned to their Abilities 3 as 
well, as to pay all Coſts and Charges of the Pro- 
ceedings occaſioned by the ſaid Aſſemblies; Which 
Fines and Coſts ſhall be by him affeſſed, accord- 
ing to the beſt of his Knowledge, upon all the 

| ou Converted Inhabitants, included i in the Lifts 
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laid on the Arre nd:ſements neareſt to the Place, 


APPENDIX. 


of Capitation, in the ſeveral Sn of the 


Arrondiſſement. 
ART 1 CL E III. 


Ir is His Majeſty's Will, that ſuch new Con- 
verts, who diſcharge their Duty as Catholics, and 


ſhall, by Certificates from their Biſhops, or their 


Grand Vicars, teſtify, that they frequent the Church. 
and Sacraments, and that they have regularly at- 
tended all their Paſchal Duties, at leaſt, for three 
Years together immediately preceeding, ſhall not 


be comprehended in the aforeſaid Aſſeſſment; un- 


leſs it can be proved, they have been * at, 
or favoured the ſaid Aſſemblies. 


riert! 


Tux new Converts, living in any Corporation 
of the Arrondiſſement, within the Limits of which 
an Aſſembly ſhall be held, who ſhall give Infor- 


mation, and provide Proof againſt it, ſhall in like 


Manner be exempted from the Aſſeſſment; And 
when the Information ſhall be given Time enough, 
for the ſaid Aſſembly to be ſurprized, then all the 
Inhabitants of the fame Corporation ſhall be diſ- 


charged from the Fine, and their Part thrown up- 
on the Reſt of the Arrondiſſement. 


er 
Ir any Aſſembly be held on the Territory of 
any Corporation, made up entirely of ancient Ca- 
tholics, and not comprehended in the State of the 
Arrondiſſements, the Fine, in ſuch Caſe, ſhall be 


where 


'S) 


A 
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Ordinance of the 16th of 1 


where the Aſſembly ſhall be held, as ſhall be re- 
* and appointed by the Intendant. 
ARTICLE 

IF any Aſſembly ſhould happen to be held 
on a doubtful Spot of Ground, conteſted between 
the Corporations of ſeveral Arrondiſſements, the 
Fines, in ſuch Caſe, ſhall be laid on the Arrondiſſe- 
ments neareſt to the Territory in Diſpute, as ſhall, 
inlike Manner, be regulated and 27 * by the 
ſaid Intendant. | a 

BS CLE Yu 

All the private Perſons comprehended i in the 
States of Aſſeſſment, who ſhall have Fines laid up- 
on them, ſhall be compelled to pay their ſeveral 


Quota's by ſettled actual Garriſons. 
ARTICLE VIII. 


Ap foraſmuch as the Preachers, who come 


from other Countries, or are brought up in the 
Kingdom, who are the chief Abettors of all the 
Aſſemblies, could not find Means to keep them 
up, did they not meet with an eaſy Retreat among 
the new Converts, notwithſtanding our former 
Prohibitions ; His Majeſty orders, That all the 
new Converts in the ſeveral Corpdꝭxations of any 
_ Arrondiſſement, within the Limits of which a 
Preacher be taken, ſhall be fined Three thouſand 
Livres for the Uſe of the Informers, who ſhall 
have cauſed them to be apprehended ; beſides the 
arraigning and convicting the Perſon, in whoſe 
Houſe the Preacher ſhall be taken, according to 


the Rigour of former Ordinances. 
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APPENDIX. 
ARTICEE N 

His Majeſty does not intend, by this preſent 
Ordinance, to derogate from the Rules laid down 
in. the Edits, Declarations, Decrees, and Ordi- 
nances already publiſhed, with regard to the ſaid 
Aſſemblies; and particularly That of the firſt of 
this preſent Month and Year ; Which ſhall all be 
put in Execution, according to their Form and 
Tenor. His Majeſty gives Notice to, and com- 


mands the ſaid Intendant of the Diſtrict of Mon- 


tauban, to take Care of the Execution of this 
preſent Ordinance, which ſhall be publiſhed and 


poſted up, where Need ſhall require, that noone 
may have any. Pretence to plead Ignorance of it. 


Done at Verſailles the 16th of Feb. 1745. 


Signed LOUTS, 


And lower, By the KIN G 


Pbelypeaux. 


No V. 
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The King of France's Declaration, &c. 
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| No V. 


The King of France's Declaration concerning 


Religion, given at Venn the 14th of 


* 


May 1724. 
LA by the Grace of Gop; King of 


France and Navarre: To all; to whom theſe 


Preſents ſhall come, greeting. Of all the great and 
important Deſigns, formed in the Cour of his 
Reign by the late King, our much honoured 


Great-Grand-Sire, there is none, which We have 


more at Heart, and intend to purſue and execute 
with more Vigour, than the Deſign he had fram- 
ed, of totally extirpating Hereſy in His King- 
dom; a Deſign which he thought worthy of his 
unwearied Attention to the laſt Moment of his 
Life. With a View to carry on a Work ſo wor- 
thy of his Piety and Zeal, we were no ſooner 


come to Age, but our firſt Care was, to cauſe to 
be laid before us the Edicts, Declarations, and De- 
crees of Councils which have been publiſhed on 


that Head, in order to renew the n-:ceſſary Pro- 
viſions for that Purpoſe; and enjoin all our Officers, 
to take Care, that they be obſerved with the ut- 


moſt Exactneſs. But having been informed, that 
e Fs © for 
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APPENDIX. 
for ſeveral Years paſt, the ſaid Decrees have been 


but coldly and remiſsly executed, eſpecially in the 
Provinces, that have been afflicted with the Plague, 


and in which are to be found the greateſt Number 


of our Subjects, who formerly profeſſed the pre- 
tended Reformed Religion ; this Neglect being 


owing to certain falſe and dangerous Impreſſions, 


which ſome infincere and pretended Converts to 
the Roman Catholic and Apoſtolic Religion, ac- 


tuated by ſiniſter Motives, have endeavoured ſe- 
cretly to inſinuate during our Minority: This, I 
ſay, having engaged us to renew our Attention to 

ſo important a Concern, we have, upon Exami- 
nation, diſcovered, that the principal Abuſes, which 
have crept in among us, and which require a 


ſpeedy Remedy, regard chiefly the following Par- 
ticulars, viz. The unlawful Aſſemblies; The Edu- 
cation of Children; The obliging all, who exerciſe 
any public Function, to profeſs the Roman Ca- 
tholic and Apoſtolic Faith ; The Pains and Penal- 
ties to be inflicted on thoſe, who relapſe into their 
former Errors, and the Solemnization of Marri- 


ages; on all which We are reſolved to ſignify in 


the molt clear and expreſs Manner, what our Will 
and Pleaſure is. RE es 

To this End, with the Advice of our Council, 
and of aur own ſpecial Grace, full Power and 


| Royal Authority, we have required and com- 


manded, and by theſe Preſents ſigned with our 
own Hand, do require and command ; and our 
Will and Pleaſure is; | 89 

| ARTI- 


The King of France's Declaration, &c. 
ARTICLE. 

Tax the Roman Catholic and Apoſtolic Re- 
ligion alone, be exerciſed in our Realms, Domi- 
nions and Countries ; and we do forbid all our 
Subjects, of what State, Quality and Condition ſo- 
ever, to practiſe any, except the ſaid Catholic 
Religion, or to aſſemble for that End, in any 
Place, and on any Pretence whatſoever z; under 
Pain of being condemned to the Gallies for Life, 
if they are Men; and if Women, of being ſtiorn, 
and confined for ever in ſuch Places, as our Judges 
ſhall think expedient ; with Confiſcation of Goods 
in either Caſe : and even, under Pain of Death, 

to thoſe, who ſhall aſſemble in Arms. 
| ARTICL E © 

BEING informed, that there have ſprung up, 
and ſtill are ſpringing up, daily in our Realm, a 


| great Number of Preachers, whoſe ſole Buſineſs 


it is to ſtir up the People to Rebellion, and to diſ- 
ſuade them from the Practice of the Roman Ca- 
tholic and Apoſtolic Religion, We do Command, 

that all Preachers, who ſhall call Aſſemblies, preach 
in them, or diſcharge any other Function, be put 
to Death; the Puniſhment appointed by the De- 


| claration in Fuly 1686, for the Miniſters of the 
pretended Reformed Religion ; which we would 


not, for the Future, have any one eſteem a mere 
Threatening, which will not be put in Execu- 


tion. We do likewiſe forbid our Subjects, to re- 


ceive the ſaid Miniſters or Preachers, to conceal, 
ad or aſſiſt them, or have directly or indirectly 
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any Intercourſe or Correſpondence with chem: i 

We farther enjoin all thoſe, who ſhall know any 
of the ſaid Preachers, to inform againſt them to 
the Officers of the reſpective Places; The whole 
under Pain, in Caſe of. Treſpaſs, of being con- 

demned to the Gallies for Life, if Men; and if 
Women, of being ſhorn, and ſhut up the Re- 


mainder of their Days, in ſuch Places, as our 


Judges ſhall think expedient; and, whether they 


be Men or Women, under Pain of Confiſcation. 
KR TIE 

Wr require and command all our Subjects, and 

particularly thoſe, who have heretofore profeſſed 

the pretended Reformed Religion, or whoſe Pa- 


rents made Profeſſion of it, that they cauſe their 
Children to be baptized in the Pariſh- Churches, 


where they live, within four and twenty Hours 
after they are born, unleſs they have obtained 
Leave of the Archbiſhops or the Dioceſan Biſhops 
to defer the Ceremony of Baptiſm for ſome weighty 
Reaſons: We farther injoin, That all Midwives 
and others, who aſſiſt Women in the Time of De- 
livery, do give Notice of the Birth of Children 
to the Curates of the reſpective Places; and that 
Our F Officers, and the Officers of our * High Ju/- 


n ces, 


—— 
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* Thoſe Perſons, * are called in ſeveral Places of this 


| Ordinance, Hauts Taſticiers, High Fuſtices, are Lords of Ma- 


nors, who have the Privilege, within their own Diſtrict, to 
caule a capital Puniſhment to be inflicted, and to jndge of all 
manner 
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| tices, do keep a ſtrict Hand in this reſpect, and 
puniſh Offenders by Fine, -and even by greater 
Puniſhments, if the Exigence of the Caſe require 
We: . 
N ANTI 
As to the Education of the Children of thoſe, 
who have heretofore profeſſed the pretended Re- 
formed Religion, or, whoſe Parents made Profeſ- 
ſion of it, our Will is, That the Edict of January 
1686, and the Declarations of the 13th of De- 
cember 1698, and of the 16th of October 1700, 
be put in Execution, in every Particular therein 
contained; Moreover prohibiting all our Subjects, 
to ſend their Children to be educated out of the 
Kingdom, unleſs they have firſt obtained Leave 
of us in Writing, ſigned by one of our Secreta- 
ries of State; which We ſhall not grant, without 
being ſufficiently ſatisfied, that the Parents are true 
and fincere Catholics ; And this, upon Pain, in 
Caſe of Treſpaſs, of a Fine of fix Thouſand Livres, 
at the leaſt, or more in Proportion to the Eſtates 
and Abilities of the Parents of the ſaid Children; 
the ſaid Fine to be renewed every Year, ſo long 
as the ſaid Children ſhall, in Defiance of our Pro- 
hibitions, remain in foreign Countries : in which 
F 4 Reſpect, 
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manner of Cauſes, either Civil or Criminal, thoſe excepted, 
in which the King may be concerned. There is an Appeal 
from their Sentences. See Je Dictionnaire de Trevoux, Article 


Futice, 


| AUPPENDIS. 
Reſpet, We injoin our Judges to keep a dine 
Hand. ä 
| AR T I C L E V. 

ER R Will is, That all poſſible Care be taken to 
ſettle in all Pariſhes, where they are not already 
provided, School-Maſters and Miſtreſſes, to in- 
ſtruct all the Children of both Sexes, in the prin- 
cipal Myſteries and Duties of the Roman Catho- 
lic and Apoſtolic Religion ; To carry them to 
Maſs, all ordinary working Days, as much as may 
be; To give them the Inſtructions, they ſtand in 
Need of on that Subject, and to take Care, that 
they attend Divine Service on Sundays and Holi- 


days; As alſo, to teach them to read, and even, 


if need be, to write: The whole, as ſhall be or- 
dered and appointed by the Archbiſhops and Bi- 
ſhops, purſuant to the 25th Article of the Edict 
in 1695, concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdic- 
tion. And that this our Will may be the better 
effected, our farther Pleaſure is, That in Places, 
where there is no other Fund for that Purpoſe, 
there be a Tax laid on all the Inhabitants for the 
Sum requiſite to the ſettling the ſaid Maſters and 
Miſtreſſes, to the Amount of one hundred and 
fifty Livres per Annum for Maſters, and an hun- 
dred for Miſtreſſes: And that all the Patent Let- 
ters neceſſary to that Purpoſe, be granted with- 
out Expence, on the Advices, which the Arch- 
biſhops, and Dioceſan Biſhops, and Commiſſaries 
appointed throughout our Provinces for the Exe- 
cution 
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cution of our Orders, ſhall give us on that Sub- 
Ject. OD | 
ARTICLE; VE 
W enjoin all Fathers, Mothers, Tutors, and 
others, who are concerned in the Education of 
Children, particularly of thoſe, whoſe Fathers and 
Mothers profeſſed the pretended ReformedReligion, 
or were born of Proteſtant Parents, to ſend them to 
the Schools and Catechiſms till fourteen Years of 
Age; and from fourteen to twenty, cauſe them to 
attend the Inſtructions on Sundays and Holidays ; 
unleſs they be Perſons of ſuch Quality and Con- 
dition, that they may, and muſt have them inſtruct- 
ed in private, or ſend them to College, or put 
them into Monaſteries, or other regular Societies. 
We enjoin all Curates to be particularly careful in 
the Inſtruction of the ſaid Children in their ſeve- 
ral Pariſnes; even of thoſe, who have done going 
to School. We exhort, and at the ſame Time 1 
enjoin the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, to make di- | 
ligent Inquiry into that Matter; And We command 
all Perſons of the moſt noble Extraction or moſt 
conſiderable Poſts, to lay before them an Account 
of the Children, they have in their Families, when 
the Archbiſhops or Biſhops ſhall require it in the 
| Courſe of their Viſitations; and give them an Ac- 
count of the Inſtruction they have received in 
Religion. We alſo command our Judges, Attor- 
neys, and thoſe of our High Fuſtices, to make 
ſtrict Inquiry, and give all neceſſary Orders for 
the Execution of our Will in this Reſpect; and 
„ to 
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to 1 that thoſe, who ſhall be EY in hs | 
Duty, and raſh enough to diſobey, in any Man- 
ner whatſoever, be puniſhed by Fine, to be levied 
proviſionally, notwithſtanding an Appeal, to "7 
Sum, which they ſhall think proper. 5 5 
re 
Tux better to ſecure Obedience to the preced- 
ing Article, our Will is, That our Attorneys, and 
the Attorneys of our High Juſtices, cauſe to be 
laid before them every Month, by the Curates, 
Vicars, School-Maſters, or Miſtreſſes, or others, 
of whom they ſhall require this Care, an exact 
Account of the Children which are not ſent ta 
School, nor attend Catechiſms and Inſtructions; 
with their Names, Ages, Sexes, together with 
the Names of their Parents, to the Intent, that | 
the Fathers and Mothers, Tutors or Guardians, 
or others concerned in their Education, may be 
proceeded againſt in a proper Manner; and that 
they take Care, at leaſt every ſix Months, to give 
Account to our Attorneys General, each in their 
reſpective Juriſdiction, of the Proſecutions they 
have carried on in this Behalf, to receive from 
them all neceſſary Orders and Inſtructions. 
ARTICLE Ya. 


Tre Aſſiſtance of a ſpiritual Guide being never 5 


more neceſſary, eſpecially, to thoſe of our Sub- 
jects, who have lately been reſtored to the Com- 
munion of the Church, than in Time of Sickneſs, 
when the Health of Body and Soul are equally in 


Danger; our Will is, That the Phyſici- 
ans 
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ans, and, in their Abſence, the- Apothecaries and 
Surgeons, who ſhall be ſent for, to viſit ſick Per- 


ſons, be obliged, unleſs they ſee it has been already 
done, to give Notice to the Curates or Vicars of 


the Pariſhes, where the ſaid fick Perſons dwell, 
as ſoon as they ſhall judge the Diſeaſe dangerous, 


to the Intent, that the ſaid fick Perſons, particu- 


| larly, thoſe lately returned to the Communion of 
the Church, may receive from them, ſuch In- 
ſtructions and ſpiritual Conſolations, as they ſhall 


ſtand in Need of, together with the Aſſiſtance of 


the Sacraments, when the ſaid Curates or Vicars 
ſhall find, that the ſick Perſons are in a Condi- 
tion to receive them : And We enjoin all Relations, 
Servants, and others, who are about the ſaid ſick 
Perſons, to give them Admiſſion to the Sick, and 
receive them with the Decency becoming their 
Character. Our Will likewiſe is, That, thoſe Phy- 


ſicians, Apothecaries, and Surgeons, who ſhall 


neglect their Duty in this Particular, and in like 
Manner, the Relations, Servants, and others about 
the ſaid fick Perſons, who ſhall refuſe to intro- 
duce the ſaid Curates, Vicars, or Prieſts, ſent by 


them to the fick Perſons, be condemned to pay 
ſuch a Fine, as our Judges ſhall ſee Cauſe; And 


alſo, that the Phyſicians, Apothecaries and Sur- 
geons, for the ſecond Offence, be ſuſ pended, as 
the Exigence ſhall require. 
ARTICLE IX. 
Wr, in like Manner, enjoin all Curates, Vi- 
cars and others, who have Cure of Souls, to viſit 


with 
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with great Care and Diligence the Sick, of what 
State or Quality ſoever, particularly thoſe, who have 
heretofore profeſſed the pretended Reformed Re- 

ligion, or whoſe Parents made Profeſſion of it; 
that they may, in private and without witneſs, 
exhort them to receive the Sacraments of the 
Church, and give them all neceſſary Inſtructions 


for that End, with the Prudence and Charity 


ſuitable to their Office : But if, in contempt of 


their Exhortations and wholeſome Counſels, the 


ſick Perſons refuſe to receive the Sacraments of- 
fered to them, and declare openly, that they are 
reſolved to die in the pretended Reformed Reli- 
gion, and perſiſt in the Declaration, they have made 
during their Sickneſs; Our Will is, that if they 
recover of their Sickneſs, they be arraigned and 
convicted by our Bailiffs, and Seneſchals, at the 
Requiſition of our Attorneys, and that they be 
ſentenced to perpetual Baniſhment ; with Confiſ- 
cation of Goods ; And where Confiſcation don't 
take Place, to a Fine, which ſhall, at leaſt, a- 


mount to half the Value of their Eſtate; If, on 


the contrary, they die in this wretched Diſpoſi- 
tion, We order, That their Memory be arraigned 


by our ſaid Bailiffs and Seneſchals, at the Requi- 


ſition of our Attorneys, in the Form preſrcibed 
by the Articles of the Chapter or Tit. XXII, 
of our Ordinance of Auguſt 1670, to the End, 
their ſaid Memory may be condemned, with Con- 
fiſcation of their Goods; derogating from the 


other Puniſhments, contained in the Declaration 
| | « ; 
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of the 29th of April 1686, and that of the 8th of 


March 1715, which ſhall be put in Execution 


in every Thing, which ſhall not appear contrary 
to the preſent Article; And in Caſe there be no 
| Royal Bailiwick in the Place where the Fact is 
committed, our Provoſts, and Judges Royal, and 


if there be none, the Judges of the High Fuſtices, 


ſhall inform and ſend Informations, by them drawn 
up, to the Regiſters of our Bailiwicks and Seneſ- 
chals Juriſdictions, on which the ſaid Judges de- 
pend, or, which take Cognizance of Matters re- 
lating to the Crown, in the Extent of the ſaid 
Juſtices, that the Cauſe may be there tried and 
decided, with the Proviſo, that an Appeal may 
be made to our Courts of Parliamens. 
ANTI 

Our Will is, That the Contents of the pre- 

ceeding Article be put in Execution, without 


needing any other Evidence to prove the Crime 


of a Relapſe, than the ſick Perſon's Refuſal of the 
Sacraments of the Church offered to him by the 
Curate, Vicars, or others, having Cure of Souls, 
and the Declaration openly made, as above; and 


the ſaid Refuſal and open Declaration, ſhall be ſuf- 
ficiently proved by the Depoſition of the ſaid Cu- 


rates, Vicars, or others, having Cure of Souls, and 
of thoſe, who were preſent at the Time, the ſaid 
Declaration was made ; without making it neceſ- 


ſary for the Judges of the Place, to be preſent 


at the Houſe of the ſaid ſick Perſons, to draw 


up a verbal Proceſs of their Refuſal and Declara- 


tion; 4 
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tion; and without the ſaid Curates, or Vicars; 
who have viſited the ſaid ſick Perſons, being 


obliged to require the Preſence of the ſaid Offi- 


cers, or to give them Information of the Refuſal 


and Declaration made to them; derogating in 


this Reſpect from the Declarations of the 29th of 


April 1686, and the 8th of March 1715, in what- 


ever may be contrary to the preſent and foregoing | 


Article. 
AR T ICLE Xl. 


Ap foraſmuch, as We are informed, that, 
what contributes moſt to' confirm the faid ſick 
Perſons, or cauſe them to relapſe into their for- 


mer Errors, is the Preſence and Exhortations of 


certain coneealed Religioniſts, who attend them ſe- 
cretly in that Condition, and make an ill Uſe of 


the Prejudices of their Childhood, and of the Weak- _ 


neſs, they are reduced to by their Sickneſs, to per- 


ſuade them to die out of the Boſom of the Church; 


We do order, That they, who ſhall be found guilty 


of this Crime, be arraigned and convicted by our 
Bailiffs and Seneſchals, as above; of which our 


Provoſts, or other Royal Judges, may give Infor- 


mation; even the Judges of our High Juſtices, in 


the Places where the Fact was committed, if 
there is no Bailiwick or Royal Juriſdiction of Se- 
neſchal in the ſaid Places; provided always, that 
the Information be ſent ro the Royal Bailiwick, as 
above, to have the Proceſs continued by our Bail- 


iffs and Seneſchals; that thoſe, who are found 


Guilty, may be condemned ; 3 if Men, to the Gal- 
lies 
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lies for Life, 'or for a Time, as our Judges ſhall 
think proper; and if Women, to be ſhorn and 


locked up in ſuch Places, as the Judges ſhall ap- 


point, for Life, or only, for a ſtated Time; which 


We leave, in like manner, to be determined by their 


Diſcretion. 
ARTICLE Mm 
We order: That, according to the ancient De- 
crees of our Royal Predeceſſors, and the Cuſtom 
of this Realm, none of qur Subjects may, or ſhall 
be admitted into any Office of Judicature in any 


of our Courts, Bailiwicks, Seneſchal's, or Provoſt's 
Juriſdictions ; Nor into thoſe of High Juſtices; 
Nor even into the Places of Mayor and Sheriffs, 


and other Officers of the Guildhall of any Town, 
to enjoy them in their own Right, .or by Deputa- 


tion, or otherwiſe; Nor in like Manner, into the 


Offices of Regiſter, Attorney, Notary, Tipſtaff, 


or Serjeant, of any Juriſdiction whatever; Nor, 


in general, into any public Office or Poſt, whe- 
ther in their own Right, or by Commiſiion ; Not 


even, into any Place in our Royal Palace or Pa- 


laces, without a Certificate from the Curate, or, 


in his Abſence, from the Vicar of the Pariſh, 
where they live, of their good Life and Conver- 


ſation, and of their actual Conformity to, and 


Practice of the Roman Catholic and NT 


Religion. 
_" ARTICLE MC 
Ou further Pleaſure is, That no Licence be 
granted, in any of the Univerſities of this King- 
2 dom, 


* 
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dom, to thoſe that have ſtudied either Law or 
Phyſick, but upon like Certificates granted them 
by the Curates ; which Certificates, ſhall be by 
them preſented to thoſe, who are to grant the 
ſaid Licence; and of which Certificates, men- 
tion ſhall be made in the Letters of Licence, which 
ſhall be granted them; or elſe they ſhall be null 
and void: We do not however, mean to tie up 
Strangers to this Rule, who ſhall come to ſtudy 
and take Degrees in the Univerſities of our King - 
dom; provided, that purſuant to the Declaration 
of the 26th of February 1680, and to the Edict 
of March 1 707, the Degrees on them conferred 
be of no Uſe to them within our Dominions. 

S=RETICLE XI. 

No Phyſicians, Surgeons, Apothecaries or Mid- 
wives; No Bookſellers or Printers may, or ſhall, 
be admitted to exerciſe their Art and Profeſſion in 
any Place within our Realm, without producing 
a like Certificate; of which, mention ſhall be 
made in the Letters granted to them, as well as 

in the Sentence of the Judges, with reſpect to 
thoſe, who are to take Oath before them, with- 
out which the Whole ſhall be null and yoid. 
= ARTICLE. XV... 

Our Will is, that the Ordinances, Edicts, and 
Declarations of the Kings our Predeceſſors, with 
regard to Marriages, and particularly, the Edict 
of March 1697, and the Declarations of the 15th 
of Fune of the ſame Year, be put in Execution, 


cording to their Form and Tenor, by our Sub- 
jects 
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The King of France's Declaration, &c. 97 
jects newly converted to the Catholic Faith, as 
by all our other Subjects; We enjoin them, to 
obſerve, in the Marriages, which they ſhall con- 
tract, the Solemnities preſcribed, not only in the 
ſacred Canons, received and obſerved in this King- 
dom, but alſo by the ſaid Ordinances, Edicts and 
Declarations, upon the Pains and Penalties there- 
in mentioned, and even, of exemplary Puniſh- 
| ment, as the Exigence requireth. 
ARTICLE — 
TRE Children, who are Minors, whoſe Fathers 
and Mothers, Tutors or Guardians, have left the 
Kingdom, and retired to other Countries, on 
Account of their Religion, may make a valid 
Contract of Marriage, without waiting for, or 
aſking the Conſent of their ſaid abſent Fathers 
or Mothers, Tutors or Guardians; upon Condi- 
tion, however, that they take the Advice and 
Conſent of their Tutors or Guardians, if they have 
any in the Kingdom; And if not, of ſuch as 
ſhall be created for this Purpoſe ; together with 
the Conſent of their Kinſmen and Relations, if 
they have any; Or, where Kinſmen and Relations 
are wanting, with the Conſent of their Friends and 
Neighbours : To which End, our Will is, That 
before they proceed to the Contract and Celebra- : 
tion of Marriage, there be a Meeting before the 7 
Fudge Royal of the Places, where they make their 
Above, in Preſence of our Attorney ; And it there 
be no Judge Royal, before the ordinary Judge of 
the ſaid Places, the Fiſcal Attorney of Juſtice 
G . being 1 
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being preſent, of fix of the neareſt Kinſmen and 


Relations by Father's'or Mother's Side, who prac- 
tife the Roman Catholic and Apoſtolic Religion, 


| beſides the Tutor or Guardian of the ſaid Minors ; 
And in default of Kinfmen and Relations, 'of fix 


Friends or Neighbours, of the fame Quality, to. 
give their Advice and Conſent, if Occaſion be; 
And all Deeds and Writings in this Caſe neceffary, 
ſhall be drawn up without any Expence * what- 
ſoever; And in Caſe there be only the Father or 
Mother of the faid Minors out of the Kingdom, 


it ſhall then ſuffice, to call together three Kinſmen 


or Relations of Him or Her, who is out of the 
Kingdom; Or in their defect, three Neighbours 
or Friends, who, together with the Father or Mo- 
ther prefent, and the Tutor or Guardian, if there 
be any beſides the Father or Mother, ſhall give 


their Advice and Conſent, if occaſion be, to the 
Marriage propoſed ; of which Conſent, in all the 


Caſes above noted, ſummary mention ſhall be 
made in the Marriage Contract, which ſhall be 
ſigned by the ſaid Father or Mother, Tutor or 
Guardian, Kinſmen, Relations, Neighbours or 
Friends; as, likewiſe, in the Regiſter of the Pa- 
riſh, where the ſaid Marriage ſhall be celebrated; 

SY | In 
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.* Here the Original mentions the ſeveral Offices, wherein 
Fees are commonly paid on ſuch an Occaſion ; which, as we 
have not the ſame in England, cannot be expreſſed by proper 
Engliſh Words: It runs thus; Seront les Actes pour ce ncgſſaires, 
expedits ſans aucun frais, tant de Fw gue de Sceau, Contriles 
Inſinuations ou autres. 
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In which Caſe, the Children ſhall not incur the 
Penalties contained in the Ordinances againſt Mi- 
nors, marrying without the Conſent of their Pa- 
rents; For which Purpoſe, We have derogated, 
and do derogate, in this Reſpect only, from the 
ſaid Ordinances, which ſhall be, in every other 
Particular, executed — to their Form and 


Tenor. 
ARTICL E XVIE 


W do forbid all our Subjects, of what Qua- 
lity and Condition ſoever, to conſent and approve 
of their Children, or Pupils, marrying in foreign 
Countries, either by ſigning the Contracts, which 
may be made in order to the ſaid Marriages, or 
by any prior or ſubſequent Act, for any Cauſe or 
on any Pretence whatſoever, without our Permiſ- 
fion expreſs, and in Writing, ſigned by one of 
our four principal Secretaries of State, upon Pain 
of being ſent to the Gallies for Life, if Men ; and 
of perpetual Baniſhment, if Women ; beſides Con- 
fiſcation of Goods in both Caſes; And where Con- 

fiſcation would not take Place, on Pain of a Fine, 
amounting, at leaſt, to half their Eſtate. 
ARTICEE UN. 

Ov Will is, That in all Sentences and Decrees 
of Confiſcation of the Goods of thoſe, who ſhall 
incur- that Penalty, purſuant to the different Or- 
ders of our preſent Declaration, the Judges of 
our ſeveral Courts order, That, when Eſtates lie 
in Countries, where Confiſcation don't take Place, 


or when the Eſtates are ſuch, as are not ſubject to 
Con- 
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4. -- > ng or it not cbs conflicts to. ol. 
Uſe; in ſuch Caſes, the ſaid Eſtates ſhall be 4 | 
ged with a Fine, amounting, at leaſt, to half 

their Value ; which Fine, 'as well as the confiſ- 
1 cated Eſtates, ſhall be diſpoſed of in the ſathe 
1 Manner, as thoſe of the abſent Religioniſts; and 
iimployed with the Revenue of the ſaid Eſtates, 
for the Relief and Support of our Subjects newly 
reſtored to the Communion of the Church, who \ 
Mall ſtand in Need of ſuch Aſſiſtance: : The ſame 
ſhall hold good in all other Fines, of what Na- 
ture ſoever, to which the Offenders againſt this 
our preſent Declaration ſhall become ſubject, with- 
out the Receivers or Farmers of our Demeſns have 
ing any Pretenſions to them. Wherefore, We 
.give Order to-our well-beloved and truſty Coun- 
ſellors, Members of our Courts of Parliament, 
and to all others our Officers and Juſtices, whom 
it may concern, that they cauſe theſe Preſents to 
be read, publiſhed and regiſtered, and the Con- 
tents thereof to be kept and obſerved in every 
Particular, according to their Form and Tenor : 
For ſuch is our good Pleaſure. __ 
Given at Verſailles, the 14th. Day of May, 
in the Year of our Lord 1724, and in the 
Ninth Year of our Reign. 
: Signed LOUTS; 
And lower, By the KING. 
DA . IN, Count of Provence. 
— Pbelyeaur. 
reat Seal of Yellow War. 4 
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And ſealed * 


